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Dedication:


Introduction:

I got the idea to write this book while on a trip to LA. I wrote a book entitled “Kanya Daya, The Fathers Most Obligatory Duty: To Get His Young Daughter Married”, some time ago, however I never formally published it. I have decided to make many changes and additions first. I have been delayed with other priorities, but someday I will complete the re-writing and publish it. The intended focus of the Kanya-Daya (or Kanya Dan) book is the Vedic process of getting the daughter married. It covers all aspects of marriage, as taught and instructed by His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupad, including relationships and duties of men and women, divorce, remarriage, polygamy, etc. As such it is also a good manual for any one in Krishna Consciousness who is looking to get married or who is already married. All of the information presented here is contained in that book. 

However, while in LA and speaking with some brahmacarinis I realized that there were no (or extremely few) organized attempts to actually train unwed girls in the science of how to be a proper Krishna Conscious wife, based on the teachings of His Divine Grace, Srila Prabhupad. 

Actually, there is no such thing as a brahmacarini in Vedic culture. In the West Srila Prabhupad initiated the ashram because so many unwed girls were coming, wanting to join the temple and practice Krishna Consciousness. Many were living outside, on their own, or living with friends. Some were living at home, but it was not a favorable atmosphere for them to practice devotional service. Therefore, out of compassion for these girls, Srila Prabhupad instituted the brahmacarini ashram.  

From the very beginning his intended purpose for the brahmacarini ashram was to provide a facility for training for the girls in how to be a proper Krishna Conscious wife and devotee, with the goal of getting the unwed girls married as soon as possible.  He wanted that all unwed girls be protected via marriage as soon as possible, but first, they had to be trained. However, this idea of training girls to become proper Krishna Conscious wives appears to have gotten quickly lost in the policies of the temple authorities. The first formal brahmacarini ashram training began in 1968-69. A few years latter, however, as Srila Prabhupad translated more and more books and stressed that each and every disciple’s duty was to help distribute those books, many unwed girls took to the streets to fulfill those instructions and many of them did quite well. 

Sending the girls out on book distribution became a new service or function for the brahmacarini, as well as brahmacari ashrams. Of this there is absolutely nothing wrong. Srila Prabhupad encouraged it. However, Srila Prabhupad never ceased to preach and encourage that all unwed girls be married as soon as possible. And this, I feel, the temple authorities in ISKCON did not understand or institute properly. Many temple authorities felt that marriage will decrease the unwed girl’s ability to do book distribution, which is a higher spiritual service then to serve a husband or have children. Therefore many temple authorities reached their own conclusions that marriage was maya, unwanted for young girls, as it would diminish their ability to do Sankirtan. Over the years, authorities gradually discouraged young girls from marrying, and only emphasized and encouraged them to do Sankirtan. 

Because of this, the original intended purpose that Srila Prabhupad started the brahmacarini ashram in the first place (to give training to the girls in how to become Krishna Conscious wives) was lost. No programs were included in any ashrams that I am aware of that taught unwed girls in the science of how to be a proper K.C. wife. Rather, the main and often only emphasis was on Sankirtan.  

Understand, there is absolutely no problem with unwed girls distributing Srila Prabhupad’s books. Srila Prabhupad encouraged it. The problem is that he never ceased to emphasis that unwed girls be trained and married as soon as possible. The fact that this is hardly at all, if at all, taught or practiced in ISKCON’s ashrams is wrong.

From a Room Conversation recorded April 2, 1977, Bombay (more complete transcript is included later in this book).

Prabhupad: Woman brahmacäriëé, this is artificial.

Tamäla Kåñëa: In our centers, though, there are so many brahmacäriëés, and even sometimes they’re encouraged to remain brahmacäriëé.

Prabhupäda: That they cannot. As soon as they will find opportunity, they will become vyabhicäriëé. [prostitute]…   … For woman, protection.

Tamäla Kåñëa: So you don’t advocate this remaining sing..., these women remaining brahmacäriëés.

Prabhupäda: Therefore polygamy was allowed. Let them be taken care of, one husband, three wives.

From the very beginning of starting ISKCON and starting the brahmacarini ashrams in 1968 up to his departure in 1977, Srila Prabhupad never ceased to stress that the unwed girls were not to be encouraged to remain unwed. He only encouraged they be married as soon as possible. Even encouraging men to take three wives so that all the girls would be properly taken care of.

Discouraging unwed girls to marry as soon as possible (after a little training) is not what Srila Prabhupad wanted. As a result of doing this it has caused many social problems in ISKCON. Without proper training, many girls don’t really know how to deal properly with their husbands, an thus many marriages fail in ISKCON.  Failed marriages mean so much energy is lost and misdirected that could be better used in spreading the glories of Krishna. And worse, many young lives of the children are spoiled and misguided when their families break apart.  

Therefore, even though it may sound like a higher and better system to encourage girls to remain unwed for as long as possible so that their youth can be dedicated to book distribution only, in the long run, the results are more marriages failing, more energy lost that could be diverted to preaching, more children having more social problems due to broken families, and thus, over all, the preaching and peacefulness and spiritual potency of the society becomes more and more diminished.  What seems like a better idea, ultimately is detrimental to achieving our goals.  

The intent of this book is to show what Srila Prabhupad’s instructions were in this regard and to show that following his system will result in the higher spiritual atmosphere which will be the most conducive to preaching. 

I have compiled this book to be used by the brahmacarinis in training and preparation for married life.

One of the key elements required to make a Vedic marriage work is the cultural training. Srila Prabhupad has stated that parent’s must train the daughter prior to marriage. Starting at birth. This training is required for brahmacarinis as well. Girls who join later in life have no devotee parents to train them. Quite often such girls receive no training about marriage at all in the ashram. Or they hear things from other matajis which are not based on Prabhupad’s teachings. The only training they get is what they pick up from Bhagavatam classes, reading the books, and hearing Prabhupad’s lectures. No specific training. This can be disastrous when they enter married life as most devotee husbands expect certain things from a Krishna Conscious wife and most often they do not get it. This can result in frustration, friction and fighting which creates an unpleasant marriage ending in divorce. 

Training is also required on the man’s side, most notably in his conscience to be responsible for wife and family. He must be trained to see all women except his wife as mother. This means he must actually have real respect and compassion for all women. A man who is trained in such a way will naturally develop the proper relationship and attitude toward his Krishna Conscious wife. Especially the husband must be trained so that he becomes a strong spiritual guide for his wife and children. However, this book deals with the woman’s side of training. The  “Kanya Daya” book has both.  As we shall see, the greatest responsibility for making family life peaceful is placed on the women.

The Basic Principles Of This Book

Let us get to the real tough part right now. Not all (modern Western minded) women are going to like this book. If you find yourself one of them, do yourself and your future family a big favor. Don’t reject it prematurely. Read it from cover to cover. It is based entirely on Srila Prabhupad’s teachings. You will find at least something here that will help in your married life. If just a few can really understand it properly and this book saves even just one marriage on account of it (along with all the children, grandchildren and on that may come from that marriage) than our efforts will be more than fully rewarded.

In presenting this science I take a hard-core stand on the issues from the Vedic perspective. I present the ideal and strict standard taken from Prabhupad’s teachings, based on Vedic scripture. I argue only on from that perspective. I make no or very little concession or leniency for modern times or Western places. There is good reason for this. The first reason is that we must at least know what is the ideal uncompromised standards. Maybe you cannot follow ideally, but there are others who if they know what the idea is, they may be able to follow. Secondly, Srila Prabhupad didn’t compromise. Admittedly, he did get frustrated with all the failures in ISKCON marriages, but he did not compromise the standard that he wanted us to follow. Thirdly, we must know why it should be followed. Why can only be properly understood when we see it all put together in one package. What will be the likely results if we don’t follow and what can be the results if we do follow? And fourthly we shouldn’t just know what is the first-class standards, we should raise ourselves to that level and live by these standards. 

Everything being presented is from Srila Prabhupad’s books, lectures, talks, letters, etc. It is not the personal agenda of the author alone. What is presented (to the best of my ability to do so) is what Prabhupad taught and desired on these matters. We call ourselves the followers of Srila Prabhupad. To follow means to follow his instructions. We criticize modern Christians for not following the teachings of Christ. Therefore we must be most careful in our own life. Before we can be critical of others, first we must be following Prabhupad’s instructions.

As I said many Western minded women are not going to like this book. Why do I say this? What I am presenting are the injunctions of marriage based on Varnasram-Dharma. Varnasram means that although we philosophically accept the spiritual equality of all souls, Vedic culture also recognizes the physical, mental and intellectual differences of the different classes and the male and female genders. The Vedic sages recommend different roles and duties for men and women. Men are to be the providers, the women are to be fully taken care of as mothers and housewives. Men are dominators, women the dominated. We see this so often in Vedic literatures. Men are the enjoyers, women the enjoyed. Purusha and prakrti. Srila Prabhupad instructed that men should take the superior position of master (prabhu), the woman must take the subordinate position as servant. Husband is to be the protector, provider, instructor husband-guru, the leader, the guide, and wife is to be the dependent submissive follower, the devotee of her husband (we will present scriptural references to this as we go along). 

As I said, some women will not want to hear anything further after this point, but you must read further and try to understand the whole concept. This is not the author’s personal idea. It is the Vedic system. Applying what the realized sages, such as Narad Muni, Manu, Chanakya Pandit, Srila Prabhupad and others have to say on the subject can and will save marriages and save their spiritual lives. Not just their lives, but their children as well. And not just marriages in ISKCON, but as Srila Prabhupad teaches, it will save the whole world. Applying these truths can and will make the difference between a marriage of constant fighting and heart-break which ends up in the bottom of hell to a marriage of peace and happiness destined for Vaikuntha. These are not my opinions alone, but were taught by the mentioned sages and acharyas. So, please, do yourselves and all of society a favor: Do not reject it. Take the time to not only read, but slowly study and absorb what the realized souls (Narad Muni, Prabhupad etc.) have to say.   

Equality Of The Soul -The Difference Between Males and Females

& Executing Our Prescribed Duties -The Basis Of Varnasram-Dharma

Room Conversation  Philadelphia,  July 13, 1975

We give Krsna consciousness both to the woman and man equally. We do not make any such distinction. But to protect them from this exploitation by man, we teach something, that “You do like this. You do like that. You be married. Be settled up. Don’t wander independently.” We teach them like that. But so far Krsna consciousness is concerned, we equally distribute. There is no such thing that “Oh, you are woman, less intelligent or more intelligent. Therefore you cannot come.” We don’t say that. We welcome women, men, poor, rich, everyone, because in that platform equality.   ...We do not refuse anyone. That is equality.

We do not refuse anyone, that is our equality. We do not say that because you are less intelligent, a women, whatever, that you cannot join and engage in devotional service. But, we do have separate roles for men and women. Both are engaged in service, but different duties within society are still there. “You do like this, you do like that”.

I cannot go into an in-depth explanation here, but we first have to give some basic idea of why Vedic culture treats men and women entirely differently. Yes, first and foremost we are eternal spirit souls. Equal on the spiritual level. The idea of recognizing the material differences is based on the fact that the soul is conditioned by contact with material energy. As long as we have a material body, we, the souls, will be conditioned by the modes of material nature. The soul is not human or demi-god or animal, neither is the soul male or female. By contact with material nature the soul becomes conditioned accordingly. 

We see there are differences in animal behavior and human behavior. Modern psychologists have quantified differences in the way men and women think and emotional tolerances, etc. Doctors can give a man large quantities of female hormones and the man will change his psychological behavior and become more feminine, less aggressive, etc. (men can even grow breast if given large quantities of female hormones). Similarly women who take large quantities of male hormones change their behavior and become more aggressive and masculine (women even grow mustaches and hair on their chest if given large quantities of male hormones). The living entity is neither male or female. The soul is conditioned by it’s contact with material nature. Chemicals can affect those modes, which in turn affect our mind and actions. LSD or alcohol are chemicals, but when we consume them into our body our mind, intelligence and actions are affected. The soul remains always the observer, but our conditional state is affected. In this way, the make up of the male and female chemistry of our bodies has profound and direct influence on the way we think and act. Therefore, men and women are practically 2 different species. The Vedic scriptures and realized souls recognize this and organize society and family life around these differences. 

I have heard it argued that since Krishna Consciousness is a spiritual movement that devotees are transcendent to such distinctions. Therefore devotees shouldn’t see the bodily differences and shouldn’t set different roles for men or women, based on the material body. These devotees are referring to an elevated state that is rarely seen in the material world, and is not possible to achieve for an entire society due to this being the material world. Suka Dev Goswami was the son of Vyasdev. He was such an elevated soul. He made no distinction between male or female, man or animal, etc. When he was 16 he decided that he didn’t want anymore to do with family-life. He literally ran away from home. He didn’t even bother to clothe himself and ran naked through the forests. His father, Vyas Dev took off running behind him to catch him. Vyas Dev noticed that when Suka Dev ran past a group of women who were bathing in a lake that the women, despite being naked, and despite the fact that Sukadev was a fully developed boy of 16 and also naked, the girls didn’t feel threatened and didn’t bother to hide themselves or cover their bodies. But, when Vyasdev, one of the greatest saintly rishis, the compiler of the Vedas, when he ran by fully clothed the girls immediately grabbed their garments and hide their private parts. Vyas dev himself was puzzled by this. He stopped, and went back to the girls and asked them why they did this. Why did they not feel ashamed when his son ran by naked, but quickly covered themselves when he ran by fully clothed? The women replied that they could immediately see that Sukadev was completely transcendental to the material world. He saw only their souls and did not distinguish between male or female bodies. He was fully renounced from all bodily concepts. Therefore there was no degree of desire for material sense gratification in him. The simple women of the forest could sense this immediately. But, they said, Vysadev was a married man who dealt with worldly matters. and therefore he had to distinguish between male and female. Therefore, the girls immediately felt ashamed and had to cover themselves.  

The point is that if all, every single one, of our members are on the same level as Suka Dev Goswami (which would also mean not one of our members were married), than we can all act on that level of spiritual vision, seeing all souls equally. But, that is not possible to achieve in this material world. If even one person were even on the level of Vyasdev, than we must recognize the male and female material differences and live accordingly. Virtually 100% of us are not even any where near the level of Vyasdev, what to speak of Suka Dev. There is no question of us being above such distinction. We are closer to the level of hippies than we are to Vyasdev. We must organize our society along the principles of varnasram dharma. 

Bhagavad Gita  lecture in Hawaii, February 3rd, 1975

...To understand Brahman is not the business of tiny brain. Alpha-medhasan. There are two Sanskrit words, alpa-medhasa and sumedhasa. Alpa-medhasa means having little brain substance. Physiologically, within the brain there are brain substance. It is found that the brain substance in man is found up to 64 ounce.  They are very highly intellectual persons. And in woman the brain substance is not found more than 34 ounce. You’ll find, therefore, that there is no very great scientist, mathematician, philosopher, among women. You’ll never find because their brain substance cannot go. 

Artificially do not try to become equal with men. That is not allowed in the Vedic sastra. Na striyam svatantratam arhati. That is called sastra. You have to understand that woman is never given to be independence. Independence means just like child has to be taken care, similarly, woman has to be taken care. You cannot get your child go in the street alone. There will be danger. Similarly, according to Vedic civilization, Manu-samhita, woman should be given protection. In this way, acara, this is called acara. So the demons, they do not know. The demons, they do not know what is what, how one thing should be treated, how... They do not know. In the Western countries there is no such distinction between man and woman. But there is.

We have to accept it and construct this social institution in that way. Then it will be perfect. So everything should be learned from the standard Vedic literature, and society and other things, economic development, everything... So that is here in the Bhagavad-gita. All problems, whatever you want, you consult Bhagavad-gita—you’ll have perfect answer. That is called Vedic literature. Perfect without any flaw you’ll get.  

One should only preach what he has heard from his guru maharaj. But… If I repeat these words in Bhagavatam or Gita class today many matajis will get upset. Yet, Srila Prabhupad said these things in class, preaching to his male and female disciples. As his disciple it is my duty to repeat what he has said, to teach what he has taught. 

Srila Prabhupad very clearly instructs us, his direct followers, to make distinction between male and female. He clearly defines separate social roles for women.  He instructs women in general, his followers and all others, not to try to become artificially equal with men. He plainly states that this is “not allowed”. 

First Srila Prabhupad points out that women are less intelligent and therefore are not able to fully understand brahman. (Imagine what would be the fall-out if I said this in a class?) All of the world’s greatest thinkers have been males. He instructs that women are to remain dependent on a man and gives reference to the Manu-Samhita about this. 

He states that demons don’t understand or accept these things. (Who will dare repeat these words given by ISKCON’s Founder-Acharya in a Bhagavatam class today - and live to tell about it? - at least in America!). The demons don’t know what is what. They don’t make distinction between man and woman. According to Srila Prabhupad we have to accept these things and construct our Krishna consciousness society in this way. These statements are very clear. 

Srila Prabhupad made distinction between men and women and he taught us to accept such distinctions based on the Bhagavad Gita. He did not teach us to act artificially equal as the unintelligent demoniac non-devotee society tries, unsuccessfully, to do. We must either follow Srila Prabhupad or get behind someone who is following, or we should not call ourselves followers of Srila Prabhupad.  We cannot reject statements like this and choose to hear only what we want to hear, rejecting what we do not like. That is not how one makes advancement in spiritual life. Srila Prabhupad was the perfectly God-Realized soul. He knows what is right and wrong, what is best, what Krishna wants. We must change our own non-enlightened way of thinking and take up the views presented by the fully realized souls. 

Even if one cannot follow everything, at least, to be a follower, one must theoretically accept all of Prabhupad’s teachings and then admit that it is ones’ own weakness for not being able to follow everything.  But, we must not simply reject such statements as these and pretend that Srila Prabhupad never taught this.  

In my own defense I must request, don’t think this is what ‘Ameyatma das’ says. Don’t say this is ‘Ameyatma das’s’ opinion or ‘my’ idea and therefore you can reject it.  I may be writing this book, but I am only repeating, as best I can, what Srila Prabhupad said.  The reason I say this is that I have heard it already a number of times. Devotees actually say, that is Ameayatma’s idea, and by removing it from Prabhupad, they can then try to blast these ideas to pieces. (even though what they are actually trying to do is blast Prabhupad’s teachings and ideas, not ameyatma das’s), 

 Srila Prabhupad is the Founder-Acharya of ISKCON. The members of ISKCON are to follow his instructions, and his instructions alone. My advise is that if we cannot accept what he taught, then we should live outside. ISKCON members have not got the privilege to accept what we like and reject what we don’t like.

Morning Walk 
May 1, 1974, Bombay


740501mw.bom

Prabhupäda: Put problems. I’ll solve.

Yogeçvara: Here’s a problem. The women today want the same rights as men. How can they be satisfied?

Prabhupäda: Everything will be satisfied. Just like our women, Kåñëa conscious, they are working. They don’t want equal rights with men. It is due to Kåñëa consciousness. They are cleansing the temple, they are cooking very nicely. They are satisfied. They never say that “I have to go to Japan for preaching like Prabhupäda.” They never say. This is artificial. So Kåñëa consciousness means work in his constitutional position. The women, men, when they remain in their constitutional position, there will be no artificial (indistinct) (loud traffic noises)

Bhagavän: They say that our women are unintelligent because they submit so easily, but...

Prabhupäda: Subway?

Dhanaïjaya: No. This is also public transport, other trains.

Bhagavän: But actually, our women are so qualified in so many ways, but these girls who simply work in the city can do nothing. They can’t cook, they can’t clean, they can’t sew.

Prabhupäda: All rubbish. These modern girls, they are all rubbish. Therefore they are simply used for sex satisfaction. Topless, bottomless...

Prabhupad says that our women do not want equal rights with men. This is due to their being Krishna Conscious. They are satisfied with their service to Krishna. Krishna Consciousness means to work in one’s constitutional position. Men executing the duties of husband / father, the women executing their duties as wife / mother. This is varnasrama. This is what will please Srila Prabhupad because it will create a peaceful family and peaceful society. Conversely, if someone is demanding equal rights materially this must be seen as a lack of proper understanding of Krishna Consciousness. Materially there is no question of equal. Only on the spiritual plane is there such equality. Marriage, (and organizing of society) however, is a material relationship and must be regulated according to the prescribed material duties of men and women.  (One time Prabhupad was walking and said something like they are demanding no distinction, they why do they demand separate men’s and women’s public toilets? Everyone makes some distinction). 

We can clearly see here how Srila Prabhupad feels if a woman has no good training. If she can’t cook, clean, sew (and take the subordinate position to their husband), he calls such girls ‘rubbish’. He vividly has made his point. They have no training to be good wives therefore men simply abuse them for sexual pleasure. Don’t be rubbish in the eyes of Srila Prabhupad, become trained up in accordance with his teachings.  

Television Interview
July 9, 1975, Chicago


750709iv.chi

Woman reporter: But you say women are subordinate to men?

Prabhupäda: Yes, that is also natural. Because when the husband and wife are there or the father and daughter is there, so the daughter is subordinate to the father and the wife is subordinate to the husband.

Woman reporter: What happens when women are not subordinate to men?

Prabhupäda: Then there is disruption. There is disruption, social disruption. If the woman does not become subordinate to man, then there is social disruption. Therefore, in the western countries there are so many divorce cases because the woman does not agree to become subordinate to man. That is the cause.

Woman reporter: What advice do you have to women who do not want to be subordinate to men?

Prabhupäda: It is not my advice, but it is the advice of the Vedic knowledge that woman should be chaste and faithful to man.

Woman reporter: What should we do in the United States? We’re trying to make women equal with men.

Prabhupäda: I am not trying. You are already not equal with the man because in so many respects, your functions are different and man’s functions are different. Why do you say artificially they are equal? 

…

Woman reporter: Is the social unrest in this country caused  because...

Prabhupäda: Because of these things. They do not know that.

Woman reporter: And if women were subordinate to men, it would solve all of our problems?

Prabhupäda: Yes. Man wants that woman should be subordinate, faithful to him. Then he is ready to take charge. The man’s mentality, woman’s mentality different. So if the woman agrees to remain faithful and subordinate to man, then the family life will be peaceful.

…

Woman reporter: You have different schools for men and women, is that correct?

Prabhupäda: Yes. Man is regulated to become a first-class man, and woman is regulated to become very chaste and faithful wife.          … Then the life will be very successful. And marriage, compulsory. Marriage, compulsory.

Woman reporter: Everyone should marry?

Prabhupäda: Yes. Every woman, at least, should be married. Therefore, according to Vedic conception, polygamy is allowed.

Woman reporter: Is allowed?

Prabhupäda: Yes. Because every woman must be married. But every man may not be married. Therefore man has to accept more than one wife.

Srila Prabhupad didn’t hold back. Here the woman is a modern ‘liberated’ TV news reporter. Srila Prabhupad doesn’t try to paint some artificial image. He is asked very controversial questions and he gives straight-edge answers. No cover up, no hiding from the truth. 

The reporter states that in America they are trying to make men and women equal. Prabhupad simply states, “I am not trying”.  This is not the agenda of Srila Prabhupad’s mission. Rather, Srila Prabhupad is preaching the formula that will save the world.

Even though this female reporter was cynical of Srila Prabhupad’s views and was totally at odds with him, she asked very good questions and actually was able to understand some things. She asks what is the result if women do not become subordinate to the men?  This is an important question and the women who enter grhasta life must be conversant with the answer. Srila Prabhupad repeats over and over, there will be disruption. Social disruption.  Therefore there are so many divorce cases because the wife does not become submissive to her husband. This is the cause. The cause of broken hearts, the cause of broken families, the cause of a broken down, degraded, society. No one wants to get married and have children only to wind up fighting and divorcing. Take these instructions by the greatest enlightened Acharya of our time, HDG Srila Prabhupad, seriously and follow them. It is possible for the women to make a home that is peaceful and where there are no fights. 

The reporter then asks if all social problems will be solved if women become subordinate. Prabhupad’s answer, ‘Yes’. Men want that women be subordinate and faithful. Then he is ready to take charge. 

This should be properly understood. Men want the wife to be subordinate. It is the natural position of the male ego. Many men don’t sit around and think about it, and many don’t realize they are like this until they get married and are living with wife. The man’s nature is to want to be in the superior position. He wants his wife to be subordinate. When she is not all hell can break loose. And most often the men aren’t even aware of how or why they are acting like this. It is simply the nature of the male ego.  

When fighting begins in a marriage, externally it may appear that the man is entirely at fault. It may appear that he gets upset over nothing, that he fights over little things. It may appear that he is unreasonable. However, what is actually taking place is that his natural male disposition wants his wife to be submissive and subordinate, and when she is not, he naturally becomes frustrated. In frustration he becomes quick to anger.  Thus, the true underlying cause for the anger and fighting lay with the wife, for she is not properly executing her natural position of being submissive and subordinate.  

When the wife is subordinate, it is also the nature of the man to want to take charge and become responsible for those who are surrendered under his care. The more the wife is surrendered, the more the man takes responsibility. The more peaceful life becomes. And this is really what the wife wants. She wants her husband to take charge of her. She wants to be treated with compassion. Unfortunately most women don’t know the process of how to achieve this. Here it is given. Take it. 

Srila Prabhupad explains, this is not just the peace formula for individuals or for married life, but it is the peace formula for all of society, for all of humanity. It is a science and requires study and training. 

Morning Walk
December 10, 1975, Våndävana

751210mw.vrn

Indian man: Tilaka’s(?) wife, she told me... She was very upset you know. One day she, when she came to see you and that one rascal yogi was there and he said that in the Vedas everything is mentioned that we can drink and woman and the man have equal right. Then you answered her, and she was also saying the same thing and you answered her, “Okay, if woman and the man have equal right, then why not your husband begot the children... Why not you begot the children in the womb of your husband?” And she was very upset, you know. She said, “Prabhupäda sometimes say the things like that which are unreasonable, you know.”

Prabhupäda: It may require... No, I said that “If you are equal rights, then make some arrangement: sometimes you become pregnant; sometimes he becomes pregnant. Why there is not right, equal right?”

Indian man: She was telling me when... She... I said that “Prabhupäda sometimes says these things that we feel all ashamed, you know, because...”

…Prabhupäda: But in speaking spiritual understanding we cannot make any compromise. What to speak of in Mauritius, in Chicago I told. There was great agitation in papers.

Harikeça: In the TV, on television.

…Prabhupäda: They were very upset. And when I was coming, I think, in Chicago, in the airplane, one of the host girl, she was seeing... (laughter) I asked her to supply one 7-up. And, “I have no key.” She was so angry. But all the captains and others, they gathered around me. (laughter)

Harikeça: I think that was the same stewardess who came in the back and asked us, “Why the Swamij doesn’t like women?”

Prabhupäda: No, no, I don’t say that I don’t like women, but I cannot say that equal rights. How can I say? First of all show that you equal rights—your husband becomes sometimes pregnant and then you become pregnant, alternately. …No, it is truth. I am speaking the truth, that “If you have equal right, then let your husband become pregnant. Make some arrangement.”

Harikeça: Viçäkhä was preaching to her. She said that “Actually we are less intelligent.” (laughter) That started a big scandal...

Harikeça: Well, in America they have women senators now.  ..Women are in charge of companies sometimes.

Prabhupäda: No, that is possible. That it requires education. That is another... By nature the woman’s body is different from man’s.

Indian man: Women are subordinate.

Prabhupäda: Not subordinate actually. The occupations are different. It does not mean... That is another mistake. Just like the leg is walking, and the head is directing, so although the occupation is different, both of them are important. We require the head and leg also. If simply head is there, if there is no leg, then who’ll walk? This is the understanding, not equal. Everyone must have his separate duties to serve the whole. That is the arrangement. This is real understanding. The most important part of the body is head, but that does not mean the leg is not important. Leg is important in its work, and head is important in its work. So we require both, head and tail both, not that simply leg or simply head. But when we make comparative study, we can understand that head is more important than the leg. If you cut your leg, you can live, but if you cut your head, you’ll die. Therefore the conclusion is: head is more important than the leg. Comparative study. Otherwise head is also required and leg is also required. You collect some flowers, nice flowers, and, add with it some green foliage, it becomes more beautiful. Simply flower is not so beautiful. When it is arrayed with some green foliage, then it becomes more beautiful. So we have to take in that sense. But comparatively, the flower is more important than the foliage. But the both of them are required.

The whole thing is nicely explained in the above conversation by Srila Prabhupad. Although the speech is somewhat broken at first. One Indian man is telling how some woman was upset with Prabhupad’s stand concerning women and so-called equal rights with men. Srila Prabhupad says that when speaking about spiritual knowledge we cannot make compromise. 

It is not a question that they are subordinate, actually. A woman can also become a Senator or company manager. That simply requires education. Prabhupad is not saying that women are not capable (although he does at times claim women are less intelligent).  The point he is making here is that we all have different prescribed duties. Because women are the ones who get pregnant and must breast feed the baby, it is their prescribed Vedic duty to become housewives. To raise the small children, stay at home and cook, clean, etc. It isn’t that they can’t become big, big managers, but that is not the duties Krishna has prescribed for a woman to engage in. 

Prabhupad gives the example of the body. There is need for one to be like head and another to be like foot. It is not that we are all head or all feet. If you joined a temple and you are told that everyone is the temple president, that means no one actually is. Nothing will get done. If the people hold an election and by vote they say that from today, everyone in America is the President. That would mean there is no more president. If I am president, I will tell someone else to please scrub the toilet, someone else to cook, someone else to act as ambassador, someone else to be soldier, etc. But, who would I tell, because everyone else is also president. Everyone will be telling everyone else what to do, but no one will be doing anything. Similarly in marriage, someone needs to be in the superior position and the other in the subordinate position. In a family, as in a nation or business, there has to be a clearly designated head, a leader. Not that woman is no good or insignificant, but Krishna has given her duty to be one thing and a man’s to be another.

The women who come to our movement must be trained to understand these things. As one older gurukula graduate told me, the boys and men read these things and have no problem with it. They agree immediately. But, the girls, they have not been trained nicely. Not only have they not been trained to accept these things, many parents, especially mother’s with no husbands, and many teachers often teach the young girls just the opposite. They will say that women and men are equal in Krishna Consciousness, they will try to instill in the minds of young girls that they should not let men take advantage of them (which, in the proper way is good, not be become exploited by unscrupulous men, but in the wrong way this is often translated to not become submissive to any man, even the husband). Many devotees reject the idea of women being submissive to their husband as being not practical in modern times in the West. Therefore the boy and girl enter marriage and before long there are fireworks. The boy is expecting a surrendered and submissive wife and the girl is expecting equal rights. Fireworks. The marriages fail. Everyone looses. But, if the girls were properly trained, than everyone will win.

Interesting to note about the above incident with the stewardess is that she totally misunderstood the real point.  The stewardess asked, “Why the Swamij doesn’t like women?” They think that by teaching women to take the subordinate position, that this is debasing to women. They are misled by the popular idea that anything other than artificial material equality is bad for women. Srila Prabhupad’s concern is for the eternal benefit of all. One has to understand this from the broader perspective. If, by being non-submissive, their is only fighting and misery that ends in divorce and broken families, resulting in misdirected children who grow to further degrade society, and that by encouraging women to become submissive there will be peace in the family, peace that makes everyone ultimately happy, where the family remains intact, where the children grow up in a healthy family atmosphere which leads to a peaceful society that ultimately will solve all of society’s problems, it is totally wrong to think that this Srila Prabhupad’s motive for this is because he ‘dislikes’ women. 

Morning Walk
March 19, 1976, Mäyäpura
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Rämeçvara: The women argue, Çréla Prabhupäda, that they can be given.... If they are given a good chance, they can make equal contribution in business, in science. So they are demanding equal rights, equal employment.

Prabhupäda: So why.... Why not equal rights that you stop producing children like the man? The man does not produce. Why you are obliged to produce?

Rämeçvara: That is their special qualification.

Prabhupäda: That is.... Similarly, everything is special. You are a different entity. You must have different engagements. That is your perfection.

Women a different entity, therefore they must have different engagements. 

It isn’t that a woman can’t be educated to become leader. They have the capacity to become independent and manage (to a point, as even Srila Prabhupad had stated that women did not make good leaders for society), but it is not their prescribed duty. Therefore it will fail. 

Krishna teaches in Bhagavad Gita there are four primary differences in the behavior of men. The behavior or qualities of sudra, vaisya, ksatriya and brahmana. The differences are mental capacity, level of intelligence, etc. which cause one to think and act differently. Therefore Krishna teaches different duties for these four classes of men.

Arjun is one of the greatest devotees of Krishna. At the start of his conversation with Krishna in the Gita he says that rather than fight with his relatives it would be better if he laid down his weapons and left for the forest to engage in yoga meditation and austerities. This would sound to be appropriate activities for a great devotee of Krishna. But Krishna taught differently. He reminded Arjun that his duty in life (based on his varna) was to act as a ksatriya. For a ksatriya to flee a battle would be total ruination of his fame and good fortune. If a king becomes weak in execution of his duties, miscreants will flourish. It is one’s duty in life to act according to his position in society and not to try to artificially act differently. He reminded Arjun over and over about his duty, based on his varna. If he were a brahmana, then Krishna would have advised him differently. Krishna taught varnasram-dharma. Different roles and duties based on one’s varna.  Gender is another physical form of varna.

From Prabhupad’s purport to BG 2.2

Although Arjuna was a kñatriya, he was deviating from his prescribed duties by declining to fight. This act of cowardice is described as befitting the non-Äryans. Such deviation from duty does not help one in the progress of spiritual life, nor does it even give one the opportunity to become famous in this world. Lord Kåñëa did not approve of the so-called compassion of Arjuna for his kinsmen.

From Prabhupad’s purport to BG 2.14

In the proper discharge of duty, one has to learn to tolerate nonpermanent appearances and disappearances of happiness and distress. According to Vedic injunction, one has to take his bath early in the morning even during the month of Mägha (January-February). It is very cold at that time, but in spite of that a man who abides by the religious principles does not hesitate to take his bath. Similarly, a woman does not hesitate to cook in the kitchen in the months of May and June, the hottest part of the summer season. One has to execute his duty in spite of climatic inconveniences. Similarly, to fight is the religious principle of the kñatriyas, and although one has to fight with some friend or relative, one should not deviate from his prescribed duty. One has to follow the prescribed rules and regulations of religious principles in order to rise up to the platform of knowledge, because by knowledge and devotion only can one liberate himself from the clutches of mäyä (illusion).

Even if a woman does not like the idea of taking to the subordinate position of a man, it is her prescribed duty in society. Krishna, the Vedic scriptures, have prescribed for the wife, for women, different roles and duties in society. Therefore, just like Arjun, she must accept it, even if it is difficult. That is the way to raise up to the platform of knowledge of devotional service and get freed from maya. We don’t just execute our duty to get some mundane result. Krishna teaches not to be attached to the results. But, we do so in the mood of devotional service in that we are carrying out the order of Krishna and Srila Prabhupad. Done in this way, when the wife takes the submissive, subordinate position she will be making spiritual advancement. She will be executing her duties and carrying out the order of Krishna and his pure devotees.

BG 3.35

It is far better to discharge one’s prescribed duties, even though faultily, than another’s duties perfectly. Destruction in the course of performing one’s own duty is better than engaging in another’s duties, for to follow another’s path is dangerous.

PURPORT

One should therefore discharge his prescribed duties in full Kåñëa consciousness rather than those prescribed for others. Materially, prescribed duties are duties enjoined according to one’s psychophysical condition, under the spell of the modes of material nature. Spiritual duties are as ordered by the spiritual master for the transcendental service of Kåñëa. But whether material or spiritual, one should stick to his prescribed duties even up to death, rather than imitate another’s prescribed duties. Duties on the spiritual platform and duties on the material platform may be different, but the principle of following the authorized direction is always good for the performer. When one is under the spell of the modes of material nature, one should follow the prescribed rules for his particular situation and should not imitate others. For example, a brähmaëa, who is in the mode of goodness, is nonviolent, whereas a kñatriya, who is in the mode of passion, is allowed to be violent. As such, for a kñatriya it is better to be vanquished following the rules of violence than to imitate a brähmaëa who follows the principles of nonviolence. Everyone has to cleanse his heart by a gradual process, not abruptly. However, when one transcends the modes of material nature and is fully situated in Kåñëa consciousness, he can perform anything and everything under the direction of a bona fide spiritual master. In that complete stage of Kåñëa consciousness, the kñatriya may act as a brähmaëa, or a brähmaëa may act as a kñatriya. In the transcendental stage, the distinctions of the material world do not apply. For example, Viçvämitra was originally a kñatriya, but later on he acted as a brähmaëa, whereas Paraçuräma was a brähmaëa but later on he acted as a kñatriya. Being transcendentally situated, they could do so; but as long as one is on the material platform, he must perform his duties according to the modes of material nature. At the same time, he must have a full sense of Kåñëa consciousness.

We must take these instructions by Krishna and Srila Prabhupad and apply them to, what Srila Prabhuapd calls, the ‘Special’ qualifications and special duties for the women. 

If there is some disagreement with her husband and she demands to come out on top, and fights to the bitter end in order to come out the ‘winner’, she has, in reality, lost everything and has completely abandoned her prescribed duty. She is, by her misdirected actions, trying to usurp her husbands position by trying to be the leader, by trying to be the winner. A woman’s duty is to take the submissive position when their is a disagreement. Right or wrong. Her duty is to deal with her husband with respect. Her duty is to relate to her husband as his disciple, to accept him and deal with him as her instructing spiritual master. Her Prabhu. 

If a mataji were to see a disciple of a guru arguing and fighting and screaming at his guru, name calling, etc., just to ‘win’ an argument, she would have no problem in seeing how offensive this is and how misdirected the so-called disciple is. Simply, women have to keep in mind that their husband is their guru and their duty is to relate with him as any disciple should relate with their guru. Then family life will become happy and peaceful. Even if it is difficult to do at times, it still remains her duty to do so. 

Of course, Prabhupad says that when one has transcended the modes of material nature and is fully Krishna Conscious (which he said does not happen abruptly, but is a gradual process) he can engage in any actions under the guidance of his spiritual master. The last part is most important. Not whimsically. It must be done only if authorized by his/her spiritual master. Prabhupad has requested girls to be trained to be submissive to their husband’s. This should be the general rule, as long as she is married. Even if she is on a higher transcendent level, without the direct sanction by her guru to act differently, she must still abide by the guru’s instructions. 

(BG 18.47 is a reiteration of the above verse)

It is better to engage in one’s own occupation, even though one may perform it imperfectly, than to accept another’s occupation and perform it perfectly. Duties prescribed according to one’s nature are never affected by sinful reactions.

Normally we think of varnasram in relation to only the four varnas, brahamana, ksatriya, vaishya and sudra. But another distinction is between men and women. Men and women, husband and wife are prescribed different duties in society and in the family according to their physical gender.

This is the basis of varnasram. Spiritually we are all equal, but materially there are definitive differences. Vedic culture recognizes these differences and organizes society and family life around them in order to create a more peaceful society which can then engage more easily in the spiritual goals of life. 

Krishna Consciousness Is For Renunciation. 
Why Be So Concerned About Married Life?

Krishna Consciousness is a Society. Society means men, women, children, families, etc. Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu married twice. Nityananda, Adwaita Acharya, Srinivas, Gadadhar, they are all married men. Srila Prabhupad was a family man. Krishna married 16,108 times. Married life is allowed, it is a part of Krishna Consciousness. 

The purpose of marriage is for husband and wife to assist one another in their service and progress on the path of love for Krishna.

As we will read, Srila Prabhupad encouraged and wanted that all women be married. Especially every young woman must be married. Srila Prabhupad encouraged that brahmacari should remain life-long brahmacari, if possible. At least it is advised to wait as long as they can. Brahmacari is time for self-control, austerity. To build up strong character. Srila Prabhupad instructed, and Manu states in the Manu Samhita, that a boy should put off marriage up until the point when his service or duties become hindered due to mental agitation. Then he can marry. But, for girls, Prabhupad taught that prior to puberty they should be married. And girl should be given a child as soon as she is able.  

Room Conversation 
August 15, 1971, London

710815rc.lon

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is psychological. They develop... Sex life, sex urge is there as soon as twelve years, thirteen years old, especially women. So therefore early marriage was sanctioned in India. Early marriage. Boy fifteen years, sixteen years, and girl twelve years. Not twelve years, ten years. I was married, my wife was eleven years. I was 22 years. She did not know what is sex, eleven years’ girl. Because Indian girls, they have no such opportunity of mixing with others. But after the first menstruation, the husband is ready. This is the system, Indian system.

Çyämasundara: So they are not spoiled.

Prabhupäda: No. And the psychology is the girl, after first menstruation, she enjoys sex life with a boy, she will never forget that boy. Her love for that boy is fixed up for good. This is woman’s psychology. And she is allowed to have many, oh, she will never be chaste woman. These are the psychology. So these rascals, Westerners, they do not know and they are becoming philosopher, scientist, and politician, and spoiling the whole world. They can be saved only by this Kåñëa consciousness movement. There is no other way.

Purport to SB 4.25.42

A young woman who has no husband is called anätha, meaning “one who is not protected.” As soon as a woman attains the age of puberty, she immediately becomes very much agitated by sexual desire. It is therefore the duty of the father to get his daughter married before she attains puberty. Otherwise she will be very much mortified by not having a husband. Anyone who satisfies her desire for sex at that age becomes a great object of satisfaction. It is a psychological fact that when a woman at the age of puberty meets a man and the man satisfies her sexually, she will love that man for the rest of her life, regardless who he is. Thus so-called love within this material world is nothing but sexual satisfaction.

Srila Prabhupad says that the world can only be saved by this Krishna Consciousness movement. There is no other way. Girls must be married young. A young girl who has no husband is considered to be unprotected. We shall learn why protection by marriage of women is important a little later.

But these things apply specifically for our daughters. What about the girls who come to Krishna Consciousness later in life?

Marriage of Satsvarüpa and Jaduräëé

New York, September 5, 1968

680905IN.NY

There are twelve selected personalities who are considered to be the authority of this Kåñëa consciousness movement [the 12 mahajans]. Out of twelve authorities, seven authorities were all gåhasthas, householders. Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s associates, Nityänanda Prabhu, Advaita Prabhu, Gadädhara, and Çréväsa, and Caitanya Mahäprabhu Himself, they were all householders. So it is not that simply sannyäsé or brahmacäré can realize Kåñëa consciousness and not the householders. No.

So in our association we welcome this sort of marriage between trained brahmacäré and brahmacäriëé so that we can welcome nice children for future Kåñëa conscious generation. That is our viewpoint.

First of all, Srila Prabhupad was not opposed to marriage by trained brahmacari and brahmacarini. Note, however, Srila Prabhupad says they must be trained. Part of that training is the training this book is intended to give. Training for the duties and roles of householder life.

Room Conversation

April 2, 1977, Bombay

770402rc.bom

Prabhupad: Woman brahmacäriëé, this is artificial.

Tamäla Kåñëa: In our centers, though, there are so many brahmacäriëés, and even sometimes they’re encouraged to remain brahmacäriëé.

Prabhupäda: That they cannot. As soon as they will find opportunity, they will become vyabhicäriëé. [prostitute]

Tamäla Kåñëa: They’ll become what?

Prabhupäda: Vyabhicäriëé. For woman, protection.

Tamäla Kåñëa: So you don’t advocate this remaining sing..., these women remaining brahmacäriëés.

Prabhupäda: Therefore polygamy was allowed. Let them be taken care of, one husband, three wives. Therefore the kñatriyas were taking hundreds of women. They had money.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Who?

Prabhupäda: Kñatriyas.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Kñatriyas, yes.

Prabhupäda: Just like we see, when Devaké was married, so many Devaké’s young friends also went. They were taken shelter. The woman population is always bigger.

For women, the brahmacarini’s, Srila Prabhupad stressed marriage. They must be protected. Even if they become a man’s second or third wife, they require protection. That is the point. Prabhupad did not encourage young unmarried girls to remain unmarried, even if they were distributing so many books. He only encouraged marriage for girls. Get trained in household life and get them married. This is Srila Prabhupad’s desire.

Letter to: Satsvarupa,  Montreal, 18 August, 1968

68-08-08

That the Brahmacarini ashram is a good success is very good news. But the best thing will be if the grown-up Brahmacarinis get married. According to Vedic culture, woman is never to remain independent. I shall be glad if the Brahmacarinis can have nice husbands, and live as Grhasthas. But if they cannot find out good husbands, it is better to remain a Brahmacarini all the life, even though it is little difficult.

This was Srila Prabhupad’s teachings at the beginning of the movement, back in 1968 (this letter is in reference to the first formal brahmacarini ashram in ISKCON) and his instructions remained the same through to 1977. Prabhupad wanted the girls to be trained and married. Women are not to ever be independent. Prabhupad says he will be glad if all the girls have nice husbands. But, if they cannot find a good husband (since there were plenty of men at the time, this sort of indicates that many of the men in the movement were (are) not really qualified to be good husbands), then he says it is better to remain brahmacarini all life, even if it is difficult. Manu Samhita says the same thing. Manu says that if the father cannot find any one qualified the girl must remain protected in her father’s house her entire life.

Letter to: Rukmini,  Los Angeles, 19 December, 1968
68-12-19

In your letter you have written that you are desiring to remain as brahmacarini for a few years longer and this idea is alright. In India the marriage between a boy and girl is arranged by the parents but in this country such arrangement is not possible so we never request our students to marry if they are not desiring to do this.

Srila Prabhupad was requesting if Rukmini would marry one male devotee, and she replied she preferred to wait. Srila Prabhupad was acting as father to this girl, and he attempted to make an arrangement, but she didn’t agree. If one is not willing to marry, then Srila Prabhupad didn’t push them to do so. However, as we read earlier it is fully authorized to marry if one so desires. And if he or she desires not to, no one should force them to. Although Srila Prabhupad states here that such arranged marriages are not possible (at that time) we must balance that statement with the fact that this is the system that he personally introduced and taught us to abide by. 

CC Madhya 7.128 

Purport

Instead of living engrossed in material activities, people throughout the world should take advantage of this movement and chant the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra at home with their families. One should also refrain from sinful activities—illicit sex, meat-eating, gambling and intoxication. Out of these four items, illicit sex is very sinful. Every person must get married. Every woman especially must get married. If the women outnumber the men, some men can accept more than one wife. In that way there will be no prostitution in society. If men can marry more than one wife, illicit sex life will be stopped.

Especially every woman must get married. This is Prabhupad’s desire. Women should not think that because brahmacaris are encouraged to remain celibant that they should also strive in this way. A woman makes advancement by serving her husband, not by trying to perfect the duties prescribed to men. She becomes perfect by following the duties prescribed to her. And Prabhupad is giving here that one duty is for all women to get themselves married to a man. When all the women are properly protected by marriage then illicit sex life will be stopped. The purpose is for protection. Why? What is the value of protection by marriage?

Protection through marriage is explained in the Bhagavad Gita Chapter One, Verses 39 to 43. There it is said that when irreligion becomes prominent in society the woman are easily misled into degradation (being exploited or misused as objects of sex enjoyment only). When the women of society become degraded unwanted children are born. A society that is overrun with unwanted children becomes both completely corrupt and hellish.  On the other hand, a society in which the women are properly protected Prabhupad says that good population will result.

From the purport of Bhagavad Gita 1.40:

Good population in human society is the basic principle for peace, prosperity and spiritual progress in life. The varëäçrama religion's principles were so designed that the good population would prevail in society for the general spiritual progress of state and community. Such population depends on the chastity and faithfulness of its womanhood. As children are very prone to be misled, women are similarly very prone to degradation. Therefore, both children and women require protection by the elder members of the family...  ...On the failure of such varëäçrama-dharma, naturally the women become free to act and mix with men, and thus adultery is indulged in at the risk of unwanted population. Irresponsible men also provoke adultery in society, and thus unwanted children flood the human race at the risk of war and pestilence.

Good population is the basis for peace, prosperity and spiritual progress. Good population depends on the chastity and faithfulness of society’s women. This requires that the women be properly protected. And that is the need for such in Krishna Consciousness.

The greatest part of this book deals with the duties and proper behavior of women in regards to becoming good wives. Fewer instructions (but by far not at all less important) are there for the men. The reason for this is that, as we shall see, it is the duty of women to become expert in household affairs, to make family life peaceful. Man’s main occupation in life is his work, earning the livelihood and maintaining the family. His activities lay mostly outside the home. As a brahman his duty is to teach others, as a ksatriya his duty is to manage stately affairs, as a vaishya he does business within society, and as a laborer he engages in assisting the other three classes. These are his main occupations, which lie outside the home and family. The woman's duty, however, concerns the home and family, raising the children, cooking, cleaning, sewing. Managing household and family affairs. Her duty, more then a man's, is to assure a happy and peaceful family life. Therefore in speaking about duties in marriage, the women play the key roles and training must be stressed more for them.

Qualities Of A Chaste Woman 
& Duties Of The Wife

Women must understand their most important duty in Vedic culture is to create and maintain a very peaceful and happy family and home environment. 

Letter 75-02-06    6th February, 1975    

My dear Sri Govinda das,

…   Concerning the woman’s duty, if she gets married, that does not necessarily mean that she must give up any of her service in the temple or on sankirtana, but she must also see to it that her household duties are not neglected.

When a girl gets married it doesn't necessarily mean she must give up her temple service. But she must see to it her household duties are not neglected. Srila Prabhupad seems to be implying that when the girl marries she doesn’t automatically have to give up her temple service of sankirtan, but may if it becomes necessary to do so. But she must see to it that her household duties are not neglected. It appears that Prabhupad is placing the stress on a wife’s household duties, but he makes it clear she shouldn’t automatically give up her temple service and sankirtan, if she can do both, that is very nice. But, if it comes to having to choose one over the other, it is her household duties that must take precedence. 

Room Conversation Vrindaban, June 28, 1977

...Man’s business is to earn money, go to the market, the necessities. Woman’s business is take care of household affairs, children, and they have got engagement. And in the presence of father or elder brother or husband, a woman has to earn livelihood—that’s a great insult.

Woman’s business is household affairs. And they should not have to work outside to earn a livelihood. The duty of the man is to provide all necessities for his wife and family. This is his duty. The wife or daughter should not have to work outside, for others, for them to have to do so is an insult to these women. Elsewhere Srila Prabhupad (as confirmed by the Manu Samhita) says that a wife can be engaged in assisting her husband with his work. That is acceptable and desired. Husband must maintain her nicely. Nice home, sari, food, children, etc. Within the means of his varna. It is a balance based on practicality. The wife shouldn’t nag for more money and should accept what ever Krishna gives, but the husband must make honest endeavor to provide for her and his family nicely. To earn money for the necessities of life.

Letter  72-02-16   16th February, 1972 

  My dear Chaya dasi,

 ...A woman’s real business is to look after household affairs...

In the Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 7, Chapter 11, Verses 25 through 29 Narad Muni instructs Maharaj Yudisthira about the qualities of a chaste woman as well as her duties in Vedic culture.

Srimad Bhagavatam  Canto 7:  Chapter 11:   Verses 25

"To render service to the husband, to be always favorably disposed toward the husband, to be equally well disposed toward the husband’s relatives and friends, and to follow the vows of the husband—these are the four principles to be followed by women described as chaste."

Purport (by Srila Prabhupad)

It is very important for peaceful householder life that a woman follow the vow of her husband. Any disagreement with the husband’s vow will disrupt family life. In this regard, Canakya Pandita gives a very valuable instruction: dampatyoh kalaho nasti tatra srih svayam agatah. When there are no fights between husband and wife, the goddess of fortune automatically comes to the home. A woman’s education should be conducted along the lines indicated in this verse. The basic principle for a chaste woman is to be always favorably disposed toward her husband. ...   ...For peace and happiness in the material world, the varnasrama institution must be introduced. The symptoms of one’s activities must be defined, and one must be educated accordingly. Then spiritual advancement will automatically be possible.

This verse states the four principle qualities and duties of a chaste woman. Srila Prabhupad’s purport is most important to note. He instructs that the education of our girls (women in general) must be conducted along these lines. For peace and happiness in the material world the varnasram system must be followed. The symptoms of one’s activities are to be defined, and for husband and wife, that is easy to determine, then one is to be educated and trained accordingly. Then spiritual advancement will automatically become possible. To render service to the husband, be always in a favorable disposition toward the husband, to be nicely disposed to his family and friends and to follow the vows that he takes. These are the duties of chaste women. Following the vow means to support his decisions, his desires, in all endeavors. Never to disagree or argue. 

If there is some dispute, some disagreement, it is the wife who must take the submissive role, even if she is convinced she is right, even if in the end she seems to be right, she must always support her husband's position with a favorable attitude. In other words she must assure that no unpleasant fight ensues. This is her duty. To back down when a disagreement arises so that the peace of family life is not disturbed. What is the use of fighting and arguing like anything to win over some small insignificant point at the cost of loosing the marriage all together? If the girls can be trained nicely in this way, their future homes will be peaceful. When there is no fight, automatically the Goddess of Fortune, Laksmi Devi, will come and live in that home. Then household life will be peaceful. 

Mother Gandhari, the chaste wife of King Dhrtarastra, set the example. Her husband was blind from birth. When Gandhari was a small child she learned that she would be his wife. Therefore she blind-folded herself, and remained blind-folded, voluntary self-imposed blindness, for the rest of her life. She did this so that she would truly be always subordinate to her husband. Not in any way did she want to risk feeling superior to him. Gandhari has shown all women the meaning of submissiveness. Unlike modern day women who think artificial equality is the most important thing, and there by fight like cats and dogs with their husband’s to the bitter end. Which will come quick and sure to such a mis-guided marriage.

As Srila Prabhupad says, "For peace and happiness in the material world, the varnasrama institution must be introduced. The symptoms of one’s activities must be defined, and one must be educated accordingly". This is varnashram. To define the symptoms of one’s activities and to be trained accordingly. Such varnasram must be introduced. Clearly the Vedas enjoin completely distinct roles for the male and female embodied souls.  This will make family life peaceful and spiritually successful as well as materially. 

SB 7.11.26-27

"A chaste woman must dress nicely and decorate herself with golden ornaments for the pleasure of her husband. Always wearing clean and attractive garments, she should sweep and clean the household with water and other liquids so that the entire house is always pure and clean. She should collect the household paraphernalia and keep the house always aromatic with incense and flowers and must be ready to execute the desires of her husband. Being modest and truthful, controlling her senses, and speaking in sweet words, a chaste woman should engage in the service of her husband with love, according to time and circumstances."

The wife must dress herself very nicely, putting on her golden ornaments, wearing clean attractive sari and clothes. She may also do this at other times, such as going to the temple or out to the market, visiting family and friends, etc.  But what is specifically mentioned in this verse is that she must dress this way at home, even while doing the housework. The object being that she must dress nicely not so that others will be attracted to her, but simply for the pleasure of her husband. So that her husband will remain always attracted to her. Srila Prabhupad has instructed that it is the duty of the wife to keep her husband attracted to family life. This way he will not fall down from his grahsta duties. 

Narad Muni also instructs that the wife's duty is to keep the house pure and clean by daily sweeping and washing. And to keep the house always aromatic with incense and inviting with fresh flowers. She must always be in a submissive and good natured mood, ready to execute the desires of her husband.

She must be always modest. Never too aggressive or forward, she must be truthful and control her senses. And she must always speak to her husband with sweet words.  And serve him faithfully.

These instructions by Narad Muni are the keys to creating a home-life situation that no man will ever want to leave. The idea presented here is that it is the duty of the wife to make the home and her self as attractive to her husband as she can. From study of Indian lady’s we see that she should touch her husband’s feet and greet him with folded hands. If a man’s dealings with his wife is that he always sees her smiling face and always hears sweet soothing words, she is always nicely dressed, and the home is always clean, his mind will become peaceful and he will feel happy with his wife. She should always be supportive of his decisions, always attentive to him when he speaks. And with a pleasing attitude she waits on him hand and foot, eager carry out his desire. 

What man would ever reject such a wonderful and loving wife and such a pleasing home life? What man would ever treat such a surrendered wife unkindly? That is why this behavior of the wife is the key to a truly happy and peaceful family life. This is the way in which she can conquer the man's heart. A wife wants her husband to feel affection for her, and this is how she can do so. She should never give the husband any reason to be angry with her. That is an ideal wife. One whose home will always be peaceful.

Text 28

     "A chaste woman should not be greedy, but satisfied in all circumstances. She must be very expert in handling household affairs and should be fully conversant with religious principles. She should speak pleasingly and truthfully and should be very careful and always clean and pure. Thus a chaste woman should engage with affection in the service of a husband who is not fallen."

      Purport (by Srila Prabhupad)
  ...In Bhagavad-Gita, however, the Lord says, ... ...“Those miscreants who do not surrender unto Me are the lowest of mankind.” The word naradhama means “nondevotee.” Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu also said, yei bhaje sei bada, abhakta—hina, chara. Anyone who is a devotee is sinless. One who is not a devotee, however, is the most fallen and condemned. It is recommended, therefore, that a chaste wife not associate with a fallen husband. A fallen husband is one who is addicted to the four principles of sinful activity—namely illicit sex, meat-eating, gambling and intoxication. Specifically, if one is not a soul surrendered to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he is understood to be contaminated. Thus a chaste woman is advised not to agree to serve such a husband. It is not that a chaste woman should be like a slave while her husband is naradhama, the lowest of men. Although the duties of a woman are different from those of a man, a chaste woman is not meant to serve a fallen husband. If her husband is fallen, it is recommended that she give up his association. Giving up the association of her husband does not mean, however, that a woman should marry again and thus indulge in prostitution. If a chaste woman unfortunately marries a husband who is fallen, she should live separately from him. Similarly, a husband can separate himself from a woman who is not chaste according to the description of the sastra. The conclusion is that a husband should be a pure Vaisnava and that a woman should be a chaste wife with all the symptoms described in this regard. Then both of them will be happy and make spiritual progress in Krsna consciousness.

A chaste woman must be satisfied in all circumstances. Even if the husband becomes poor and cannot provide so nicely, she should remain satisfied and modest. She should not simply complain and fault her husband. She must be expert in household affairs. She must be conversant in religious principles, especially in regards to knowing the qualities and duties of a good wife. And always she must speak pleasingly and truthfully. She must be careful, thoughtful, in her dealings with her husband and be always clean and pure in body, mind and heart. This way the chaste woman serves her husband with great affection. 

Here Narad Muni and Srila Prabhupad point out, she must serve only a husband who is not fallen. This is a crucial concept: At what point should a wife give up the service of a rascal husband? At what point is one deemed fallen enough to be rejected? Srila Prabhupad says a man is known to be fallen if he is addicted to the four principles of sinful activity. Srila Prabhupad said, the 4 principles of sinful life, not just 1 or 2 or 3. And I might add, not even if her unwillingly breaks all four, or temporarily breaks the principles, but here Srila Prabhupad says he is considered fallen if he is addicted to the four principles of sinful life.

If the husband has broken one or more of the principles, but he remains devoted to God, Krishna, Allah, Ram, Yaweh, then he is not to be rejected by his wife. Her duty is still to serve him submissively.

Srila Prabhupad further defines that if the man is a non-devotee, then he is fallen. Krishna says that those who refuse to surrender unto Him are naradhama, the lowest of mankind. She must not be like a slave to a husband who is the lowest of mankind, a non-devotee. This does not refer to a devotee who is simply having some temporary difficulty following one or two of the principles. If the husband is not a perfect devotee, but has some faults, that is not grounds for the wife to reject him or become disrespectful toward him. In this age, surrounded by a culture of non-devotees it is easy to have some difficulty from time to time. The level of fallen described by Srila Prabhupad here is if one has fallen to become the lowest of mankind. A complete non-devotee of Krishna. Up to that point she should remain his faithful servant. As Prabhuapd has said, we must accept whatever Krishna has given us.  

Srila Prabhupad says, “Specifically, if one is not a soul surrendered to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he is understood to be contaminated”  Specifically, if he is not a devotee, surrendered to God, then the wife should not serve him. Otherwise she must carry out her duty and serve him.  

Manu Samhita in this regard states: (MS 5.154) “Though destitute of virtue, or seeking pleasure elsewhere, or devoid of good qualities, a husband must be constantly worshipped as good as God by a faithful wife.”  Men must not take advantage of these statements. A man should not become a husband, a father, a teacher, or a king if he is not able to lead those who have taken shelter of him out of the clutches of maya.  Man’s duties are another thing, we are discussing the woman’s position and her duty. Manu says even if the man has no good qualities, even if he is seeking pleasure with other women, still the wife should worship him as good as God. That is a law of dharma. The duty of a good wife.

Srila Prabhupad told the story of his sister. He said that soon after her marriage her husband led a life of debauchery. He stayed out late at night woman-hunting, drinking (attached to at least 2 or 3 of the 4 sinful principles). He was verbally abusive toward Prabhupad’s sister. When he came home at odd hours he would demand dinner be ready. Prabhupad said his sister continued to serve him. She tolerated all non-sense and didn’t fight with him. (Although he was verbally abusive, if the wife tolerates and does not argue back, even such a low class man will not become physically abusive. Such men, will however, become physically abusive if the wife argues and fights back or acts unsubmissive). Prabhupad’s sister remained chaste and faithful and tolerated all non-sense. Prabhupad says one day Prabhupad’s brother-in-law realized what a special jewel his wife actually was. He immediately realized how horrible he had been treating her. He turned his life around, and Prabhupad said he actually became surrendered to his wife after this. This is not just Indian culture It is human psychology, human nature. Such behavior is the same in any culture. 

In the West they would think it would be risky to live with such a person. It is risky in the West because the women are not properly trained. If she does not remain fully submissive, then a man who is verbally abusive can become physically  abusive. If a man becomes so, than the wife will have to leave (at least temporarily) But as long as the wife doesn’t argue and fight back she should be all right. Manu advises a wife is to always remain faithful, and Narad Muni says as long as the husband is not fallen. Prabhupad defined fallen to be naradhama, the lowest of mankind, a non-devotee of Krishna. 

When a wife does leave a fallen husband, Prabhupad points out that she must know that her married life will now be over for life. According to Vedic injunctions she is strictly forbidden to remarry. To do so, Srila Prabhupad says here, she will be indulging in prostitution, in illicit sex-life.

Text 29

The woman who engages in the service of her husband, following strictly in the footsteps of the goddess of fortune, surely returns home, back to Godhead, with her devotee husband, and lives very happily in the Vaikuntha planets.

      Purport  (by Srila Prabhupad)

     The faithfulness of the goddess of fortune is the ideal for a chaste woman. The Brahma-samhita (5.29) says, laksmi-sahasra-sata-sambhrama-sevyamanam. In the Vaikuntha planets, Lord Visnu is worshiped by many, many thousands of goddesses of fortune, and in Goloka Vrndavana, Lord Krsna is worshiped by many, many thousands of gopis, all of whom are goddesses of fortune. A woman should serve her husband as faithfully as the goddess of fortune. A man should be an ideal servant of the Lord, and a woman should be an ideal wife like the goddess of fortune. Then both husband and wife will be so faithful and strong that by acting together they will return home, back to Godhead, without a doubt. In this regard, Srila Madhvacarya gives this opinion:

     "A woman should think of her husband as the Supreme Lord. Similarly, a disciple should think of the spiritual master as the Supreme Personality of Godhead, a sudra should think of a brahmana as the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and a servant should think of his master as the Supreme Personality of Godhead. In this way, all of them will automatically become devotees of the Lord. In other words, by thinking this way, all of them will become Krsna conscious."

Women must understand this point of Narad Muni. The wife must serve her husband as faithfully as the Goddess of Fortune serves Narayan. Prabhupad says the faithfulness of Laxmi is the ideal role-model to be followed by women who want to be chaste. How does Laxmi Devi serve Narayan? She thinks of herself as His lowly maidservant. She serves His feet with all love and sincerity. She bows down to Him and offers Him prayers with folded hands. With folded hands she approaches Him with all submission, with great awe and reverence. The wife must be trained to have this mentality and to actually behave in this manner toward her all-worshipful husband. 

This is not a joke. It is part of the process to achieve a peaceful home. Our daughters and the unwed girls must be trained and educated in this way. It is in full accordance with Srila Prabhupad’s instructions and his desires. Not just Prabhupad, Narad Muni is instructing this way, Madhvacharya, Chanakya Pandit, VyasDev. All realized souls, great saints, they instruct the same thing.

If a woman who desires marriage or is married and claims to be a follower of Srila Prabhupad, then let her follow these instructions. Girls must be trained to see her husband as the Supreme Lord. 

How would you act if Narayan, Krishna, was living in your house? How would you deal with Him? (would you argue and fight with Him?) How would you approach Him? How would you speak to Him? With folded hands, with great respect and humble submission. And always eager to carry out his every order and desire. The wife must serve her husband exactly the same way. Constantly she must have this attitude and mood. Then household life will become so peaceful. Then Laxmi Devi herself will automatically come to that home.

The husband is the Siksha Guru of the wife. He is her instructing spiritual master.  Srila Prabhupad instructed that the wives in Krishna Consciousness are to call their husband’s “Prabhu”.  Prabhu means “Master”.  In many parts of India the wives call their husband “Swami”, same thing, Master.  Not just in name only, but in attitude. How does a disciple properly deal with his guru, his master?  Does he call him, “Hey, Master, come here”?  “Master, do this for me”. “Master, why haven’t you done this like I told you”.  “Master, the problem with you is you never listen to me”. “The problem with you, Prabhu, master, is that you never do what I ask (tell) you to do”.  These are NOT the way a disciple is to approach or deal with his guru.  But, it is the way many wives deal with their guru.  The husband is the instructing spiritual master, the Prabhu of the wife. The Lord and Master of the wife. The Supreme Lord of the wife. For her to raise her voice in anger, for her to be in any way disrespectful toward her husband is a spiritual offense. 

Of course, there is always the argument many wives fall into.  “Well, if my husband acted like Narayan, then I would respect him like Narayan”. “If my husband were qualified to be my guru, then I would respect him like my guru”.  For as good as these arguments may sound, they are full of holes.  As we just described, a woman’s duty is to submissively serve a husband who is not fallen.  Being a devotee, but not a perfect devotee, is not grounds for a wife to become disrespectful.  Her duty in life, in mundane and spiritual life, is to serve her husband. Even if he is not perfect.  If she has to make great sacrifices to do this, then she will make that much more advancement. Krishna will see her sincerity to follow His instruction by her sincerity to carry out her social duties and remain a chaste and faithful and submissive wife.

There is another very important point as to why a wife must properly respect her husband.  Her children.  The mother is one’s first guru in life. After birth and for 5 + years the mother is our fist teacher, our first guru.  These are the very fertile and formative years. We learn by seeing, we teach by example.  If the mother has very little respect for her Prabhu, for her husband, this influences the children.  If the husband asks the wife something and she fires back without proper respect, or she commands her husband around, if she argues with him over all sorts of matters large and small, all of this the children learn.  They learn that this is totally normal and acceptable behavior as to how to deal with authority.  When the mother or father asks the child to please pick up his/her mess, it is to be expected the child will fire back with, “No, you can’t make me”.  Or, “Why should I”, or even “Don’t tell me what to do, you stupid”.  If that is the attitude the mother has toward her Prabhu, this will be what the children will learn how to deal with authority. They learn by the example of their first guru in life, their mother.  

On the other hand, if mother only approaches her Prabhu with folded hands, always in a humble and submissive mood. If she only ever speaks softly and sweetly with her Master, if she bows her head down and touches his feet to her head each day, if she worships her husband with great respect, and deals with him always with high respect, Then, the children will learn to deal the same with their authorities, first being mother and father.  When you ask a child whose mother has this sort of respect for her husband to do something, this child will answer with folded hands and in all humility, “Yes mataji, whatever you ask I will do”. This is only a little over-simplified for sake of argument. That is, children will always be children, especially under the age of 5. But, the effect is not over stated. Children learn by the example their first guru, their mother, sets. Therefore, it is the duty of all wives to properly respect their husbands.  Not just for their own sake, but for the proper training of their children.

When a man is served in this way he will become peaceful in his advancement of Krishna Consciousness. As he makes progress in his spiritual advancement, she will also share. The wife who is submissive will automatically follow. This is Narad Muni's recommended process for chaste women. 

A man who has such a surrendered faithful wife, who worships him, what will become his attitude toward such a wife? His heart will melt. He will feel indebted. He will feel compassion for his wife. This is what the wife wants. She wants to win the heart of the husband. She wants her husband to feel affection for her. This is the science on how she can achieve that. This is how to conquer any man’s heart, through submissive humility.  

But, many women fall into the trap of thinking (maybe it is not by thinking at all, but by their actions with little thought to what they are doing) that they must conquer their husband’s heart by fighting. By arguing. They want to ‘win’ each and every conflict, they want to have the last word in each argument. They want to be right, to the very bitter end of each disagreement. The result is that for the man, such a wife appears like a barking dog. All he hears, day after day, is her barking, her arguing, disagreeing, commanding. All of which work wonders at totally turning off the very last drop of affection he may have held for his dear wife. The more he turns cold toward her, the more frustrated the unsubmissive wife becomes. The more frustrated she becomes, the more she argues and fights. The more she is determined to WIN over her husband, to prove that she is Right. But, conversely, she is trying to defeat him.  Thus, the more she tries to save the situation by not giving in, by insisting on ‘winning’ over her husband, the more alienated the husband becomes. The more she looses. The husband will also feel totally frustrated because this is not the submissive wife he needs or wanted, and thus they both fight and argue over anything large and small until it become too unbearable and they divorce. Or before divorce, one or both may start looking outside the marriage for a more friendly and understanding relationship. Either way, the marriage becomes doomed to failure.

The wife cannot win her husband’s heart by arguing and fighting with him, by insisting on having the last word, by insisting on being right in any disagreement. She will win his heart by being submissive. It is a simple science. 

It is also important to note that even the wife of a pure devotee does not automatically go back to Godhead with her husband. Only the wife who submissively serves her pure devotee husband following in the footsteps of Laxmi devi, only such a submissive wife follows her husband back home, back to Godhead.

To support these views there are numerous references in Srila Prabhupad's teachings:

Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.3.13      LA, September 18, 1972

So dealing with woman... Especially instruction are given to men. All literatures, all Vedic literatures, they are especially meant for instruction to the men. Woman is to follow the husband. That’s all. The husband will give instruction to the wife. There is no such thing as the girl should go to school to take brahmacari asrama or go to spiritual master to take instruction. That is not Vedic system. Vedic system is a man is fully instructed, and woman, girl, must be married to a man. Even the man may have many wives, polygamy, still, every woman should be married.  And she would get instruction from the husband. This is Vedic system. Woman is not allowed to go to school, college, or to the spiritual master. But husband and wife, they can be initiated. That is Vedic system. 
Women do not approach their initiator guru directly or for instructions. The husband becomes the wife's instructing guru. For instructions she must only approach him. For women, they may take initiation from an initiator guru, but their husband’s become their practical instructing guru. Girls are not allowed to go to school. Not just that they shouldn't, here Srila Prabhupad says they are not allowed to go. They need to learn the instructions given by Narad Muni about how to be a chaste wife. They are supposed to learn this from the parents at home (or in the brahmacarini ashram). And they are to learn how to cook nicely, how to serve their husband. That's all. That doesn’t require formal school. Then society will become peaceful. Then there will be no divorce. And after being so trained, they must get themselves married to a boy who has been trained in the instructions of his guru.  That is the system Prabhupad taught.  Prabhupad stresses that every woman must be married to a man. To show the stress on this point he says even if the man has many wives, at least every woman must be married. 

Letter    16th February, 1972   My dear Chaya dasi,

All the children should learn to read and write very nicely, and a little mathematics, so that they will be able to read our books. Cooking, sewing, things like that do not require schooling, they are learned simply by association...

...You ask about marriage, yes, actually I want that every woman in the Society should be married. But what is this training to become wives and mothers? No school is required for that, simply association...  ...A woman’s real business is to look after household affairs, keep everything neat and clean, and if there is sufficient milk supply available, she should always be engaged in churning butter, making yogurt, curd, so many nice varieties, simply from milk. The woman should be cleaning, sewing, like that. So if you simply practice these things yourselves and show examples, they will learn automatically, one doesn’t have to give formal instruction in these matters.
Mother Chaya dasi was a gurukula teacher at Dallas at the time. This letter was instructing how the girls were to be educated. A women's real business is the household affairs. Simple home life. Not to go to school for 12-13 years, then college another 4 years. Then all she has learned is how to be fully independent. A sophisticated prostitute. A slave of the work-force of the industrial wheels of civilization. She will have no peace at home, no peace at work, too busy to give any time to Krishna, and too worked up to be happy.  Nor should we try to settle for some self-made life-style in-between, but we should train our daughters and women in the way that Srila Prabhupad instructed. He says it doesn’t require formal instruction to become a wife and mother. It does not require ‘formal’ training because as he has instructed here, these things girls will learn automatically by seeing the examples set of the their authorities. At other times he said that these things a girl learns at home, from her mother, so there is no need to learn these things in a formal and graded school setting.

However, for Brahcarinis who come to the movement with no previous training in these matters, and who have not got a teacher or mother to show them by example, they may require some separate training. Of course, how to cook, how to clean, to sew can all be learned very nicely in being trained in Deity service. Cooking and cleaning and sewing for the Deities in the temple. But, how to serve a husband nicely, how to be submissive, that requires self-study and some training, which is the intended purpose of this book to help in that study and training.

Srimad Bhagavatam  4.28.43

The daughter of King Vidarbha accepted her husband all in all as the Supreme. She gave up all sensual enjoyment and in complete renunciation followed the principles of her husband, who was so advanced. Thus she remained engaged in his service.

Purport  (by Srila Prabhupad)

Figuratively, King Malayadhvaja is the spiritual master, and his wife, Vaidarbhi, is the disciple. The disciple accepts the spiritual master as the Supreme Personality of Godhead. ...

If a woman is fortunate enough to be the wife of a pure devotee, she can serve her husband without any desire for sense gratification. If she remains engaged in the service of her exalted husband, she will automatically attain the spiritual perfections of her husband. If a disciple gets a bona fide spiritual master, simply by satisfying him, he can attain a similar opportunity to serve the Supreme personality of Godhead.

The wife should present herself to her guru-husband just as the disciple presents himself to his spiritual master. That is, bowing down at his feet, approaching him with folded hands, never arguing, being full of veneration and respect, etc. And if she is fortunate enough that Krishna gives her a husband who is a pure devotee, than she will automatically attain to the perfection of her husband. 

Srimad Bhagavatam  6.18.33-34

     A husband is the supreme demigod for a woman. The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Vasudeva, the husband of the goddess of fortune, is situated in everyone’s heart and is worshiped through the various names and forms of the demigods by fruitive workers. Similarly, a husband represents the Lord as the object of worship for a woman.

      Purport  (by Srila Prabhupad)

... If women, who are usually very much attached to their husbands, worship their husbands as representatives of Vasudeva, the women benefit,... 

... In India a husband is still called pati-guru, the husband spiritual master. If husband and wife are attached to one another for advancement in Krsna consciousness, their relationship of cooperation is very effective for such advancement.

Text 35
     My dear wife, whose body is so beautiful, your waist being thin, a conscientious wife should be chaste and should abide by the orders of her husband. She should very devoutly worship her husband as a representative of Vasudeva.
Srimad Bhagavatam 6.19.17

     Accepting her husband as the representative of the Supreme Person, a wife should worship him with unalloyed devotion by offering him prasada. The husband, being very pleased with his wife, should engage himself in the affairs of his family.
Srimad Bhagavatam 6.19.19-20

     One should accept this visnu-vrata, which is a vow in devotional service, and should not deviate from its execution to engage in anything else. By offering the remnants of prasada, flower garlands, sandalwood pulp and ornaments, one should daily worship the brahmanas and worship women who peacefully live with their husbands and children. Every day the wife must continue following the regulative principles to worship Lord Visnu with great devotion. Thereafter, Lord Visnu should be laid in His bed, and then one should take prasada. In this way, husband and wife will be purified and will have all their desires fulfilled.

It is interesting to note that in these verses it is indicated that women who live peacefully with their husbands and children are to be worshipped. Such women are truly advanced. This is how one can see how advanced one is. The disciple who properly worships his guru and faithfully carries out his orders and tries to satisfy his desires, and the wife who similarly serves her devotee husband.  The wife should be engaged in daily worship of the family Deities, Vishnu or Krishna. 

Letter 67-10-08    8th October, 1967   My dear Nandarani,

...Regarding your personal question in the matter of relationship with your husband. Your relationship with your husband is all right. You must be faithful & devoted to your husband, Dayananda. Vedic system advises women to become very chaste & accept the husband as master. Your husband is especially good because he is progressing in Krishna Consciousness. I am very glad that you two are very good combination & your devotion for your husband & your husband’s love for you are considered great achievements so I have also advised Krishna Devi for her husband, Subala. I feel very happy when I see my spiritual boys and girls especially those who have been married by my personal presence are very happy in their conjugal relationship. Even if there is some misunderstanding between husband & wife that should be completely neglected & you should always remain rigid in service of Krishna as you have written to say, it is pleasing to be in the service of Krishna. Discharge of Krishna Consciousness is our primary objective & all other relationships should be faithful to this principle. Follow this principle.


Your ever well-wisher     A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

The wife must accept the husband as master. We forget when we say, "prabhu", but it means master. Prabhupad instructed the women to only call their husband’s Prabhu, Master, and not to call them by name. The purpose is to create this atmosphere of veneration and respect the wife must have for her worshipful husband. Once in a while it may be good, when referring to the husband, to use the English word ‘Master’ or ‘Lord’. Prabhu means ‘Lord’ or ‘Master’, but, American’s use the term so loosely, without any veneration, that it looses it’s intended meaning. 

Here Srila Prabhupad tells how he feels very happy when his spiritual children are happy in their conjugal relationships. (I’ve never heard a sannyasi, or anyone, repeat that one.) It gladdens him when the wife has devotion for her husband and he shows love toward the wife. Srila Prabhupad did not say that we should deny or reject these feelings of devotion and love for one another. Rather, seeing his disciples developing these sentiments made Srila Prabhupad happy. He considered this a great achievement. For many years many ISKCON's leaders would have called such affairs and feelings between husband and wife complete maya. Here Srila Prabhupad says they make him very happy.

Peaceful household life is needed in order to raise nice Krishna Conscious children. Why wouldn't this please him?  If a householder wants to please Srila Prabhupad, here is the simple method. Executing their prescribed duties, the wife can develop devotion toward her husband and the husband can develop love for his wife. 

Letter  69-01-24   24th January, 1969   

My Dear Himavati,

...Regarding your question about the husband becoming the Spiritual Master of the wife, anyone who can give instructing in spiritual life is treated as Spiritual Master. There are two kinds of Spiritual Master, initiator and instructor. So the husband can help the wife as instructor.

Husband is instructor Spiritual Master. He should be honored by the wife as Spiritual Master. 

Letter   23rd October, 1972   My dear Soucharya devi,

...Another item is, you are married wife, so in that position you should serve your husband nicely, always being attentive to his needs, and in this way, because he is always absorbed in serving Krishna, by serving your husband you will also get Krishna, through him. He is your spiritual master, but he must be responsible for giving you all spiritual help, teaching you as he advances his own knowledge and realization. That is the vedic system: The wife becomes a devotee of her husband, the husband becomes a devotee of Krishna; the wife serves her husband faithfully, the husband protects his wife by giving her spiritual guidance. So you should simply do whatever your husband instructs you to do, however he may require your assistance. Of course, the nature of woman is to be attached to her husband and family, so our system is to minimize this attachment by making the ultimate goal of our activity the pleasure of Krishna. Just try to please Krishna always, and no material circumstances will be able to cause you any discomfort.


Hoping this meets you in good health. Your ever well-wisher,    
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Srila Prabhupad says the wife will get Krishna through her husband. He is her spiritual master. The wife becomes the devotee of the husband. The wife should do whatever the husband instructs her to do. This is why some training is needed. Men actually expect this attitude in a wife. Every man wants a good natured and submissive wife. Without proper training the women do not know this is actually expected of them, or to what degree they must do this. They have the Western mentality that the man and wife should treat one another equally. Thus, the man becomes frustrated with his unsubmissive wife, and the wife becomes fed up with what she sees as an over-demanding husband. We must fully understand the system Srila Prabhupad taught. The wife is to become the devotee of her husband. Just as the husband serves Krishna, bowing down and worshipping Him, the wife is to serve and respect the husband. He is her (instructing) spiritual master.

This book is stressing the duty of the wife, but, in this letter Srila Prabhupad mentions that as the wife’s duty is to respect and follow her husband as her spiritual master, the husband’s duty is to give spiritual guidance and to teach his wife as he becomes self-realized.  

We often here that the wife is to be protected by the husband, and here we see what is meant by that protection, as Srila Prabhupad says, “the wife serves her husband faithfully, the husband protects his wife by giving her spiritual guidance”. The husband protects the wife by his spiritual instructions and guidance.   (This is only a side note, but those who know me know I am fully convinced of the need for polygamy to be accepted and practiced among the devotee community. The intended purpose of polygamy is to provide a system by which all girls can be properly protected.  Thus, those men who are more able to protect by way of giving proper spiritual guidance are the men who are most qualified to give such spiritual protection to more than one wife.) 
Srimad Bhagavatam  9:3:10

Cyavana Muni was very irritable, but since Sukanya had gotten him as her husband, she dealt with him carefully, according to his mood. Knowing his mind, she performed service to him without being bewildered.

Purport  (by Srila Prabhupad)

This is an indication of the relationship between husband and wife. A great personality like Cyavana Muni has the temperament of always wanting to be in a superior position. Such a person cannot submit to anyone. Therefore, Cyavana Muni had an irritable temperament. His wife, Sukanya, could understand his attitude, and under the circumstances she treated him accordingly. If any wife wants to be happy with her husband, she must try to understand her husband’s temperament and please him. This is victory for a woman. Even in the dealings of Lord Krsna with His different queens, it has been seen that although the queens were the daughters of great kings, they placed themselves before Lord Krsna as His maidservants. However great a woman may be, she must place herself before her husband in this way; that is to say, she must be ready to carry out her husband’s orders and please him in all circumstances. Then her life will be successful. When the wife becomes as irritable as the husband, their life at home is sure to be disturbed or ultimately completely broken. In the modern day, the wife is never submissive, and therefore home life is broken even by slight incidents....  ...a woman must be trained to be submissive to the will of her husband. Westerners contend that this is a slave mentality for the wife, but factually it is not; it is the tactic by which a woman can conquer the heart of her husband, however irritable or cruel he may be. In this case we clearly see that although Cyavana Muni was not young but indeed old enough to be Sukanya’s grandfather and was also very irritable, Sukanya, the beautiful young daughter of a king, submitted herself to her old husband and tried to please him in all respects. Thus she was a faithful and chaste wife.

This story in the Bhagavatam is very instructive to the women and very important. It shows how well behaved and trained were the girls in Vedic times. Cyavan Muni was an old, old man, well over 90 or more. And he had an irritable temperament. Sukanya was the young daughter of a king, maybe 12 or 14 years old. The granddaughter of Manu. She was from such an exalted family. She was just at puberty, just at marriageable age. Young, attractive, wealthy, well trained. Any king or prince would have been honored to accepted her as a wife. And, being raised with hundreds of maid servants surrounded by the greatest luxury in the palace of her father, she must have envisioned herself becoming the wife of a great prince or king. But, her father hands over this wonderful crest jewel of a girl to a man old enough to be her greatgrandfather (As Srila Prabhupad said once). His skin was slack and wrinkled. He couldn't even move around to bath himself without help. On top of that he had an irritable disposition. Because he was a great personality, Prabhupad says, he demanded to be in the superior position and cannot submit himself to anyone. To such an old man, young Sukanya was given. 

Her glory is that she did not reject him. She did not leave him. Her training was that she accepted this ‘graciously’. To have accepted this it is obvious that she knew very well the temporary nature of the body and the eternal nature of the soul. She was in no illusion that this was her one and only life and therefore she was not in so much mundane anxiety. She accepted that although her marriage in this life was not perfect, life is eternal. Why lament if one life is not so perfect? 

She also understood the mood of her husband. He had an irritable temperament and she treated him accordingly, always being sweet and nice to him and never crossing him. This is to her glory. All women must follow in her footsteps and understand from her example how to become a chaste wife. 

Srila Prabhupad instructs that the wife must place herself before her husband as his maidservant, just as the gopis presented themselves to Krishna. Then her life and family life will become successful. 

Room Conversation  Los Angeles  June 23, 1975

Prabhupada: Woman is not trained up now to become a chaste wife. That is the defect of the civilization. Formerly, woman was trained up only to become, remain faithful to his [her] husband, that’s all. Nari-rupam pati-vratah: “Woman’s beauty is how she is faithful to her husband.” That’s all. ...  .... If a woman is trained up not to talk with any other man except her husband, that is her beauty. That enhances the beauty and prestige. This is Vedic knowledge.

Jayatirtha: In today’s society that standard is unimaginable.

Prabhupada: Yes, therefore there is no adjustment. Everyone is suffering in spite of so-called education. Nobody is happy.

Formerly a woman was trained up only to become and remain faithful to her husband. Srila Prabhupad wants such training for the women. How to become chaste wives. Women must have this training. 

The defect of today’s civilization is that women are not trained. Woman’s beauty is how faithful she is to her husband. She must be trained not to casually talk with any other man except her husband. Then her beauty and prestige is enhanced. That is Vedic knowledge. 

This point that women must be trained not to talk with other men is extremely important. I have been very fortunate in that Krishna has given me a very chaste wife. This free talking with boys and men before and after marriage is most dangerous. A young girl is to be trained to be shy. For her to become accustomed to talk to boys she must shed her shyness. She becomes unchaste by Vedic standards. Srila Prabhupad has said that from the mixing of boys and girls, everything will become lost. 

When a girl becomes accustomed to speaking freely with boys prior to marriage, she will continue to do so after she is married. She will freely speak with other women’s husbands and other unwed men. In every marriage there will be some time of hardship. Some disagreement may arise and she may become temporarily dissatisfied with her husband. In such a state if she follows her bad habit and speaks freely with other men, she will become attracted. It will be easy for her to start thinking that she has made a mistake, that her husband is the cause of her problems and that this other man is so easy to speak to. She may easily leave her husband for someone else. Thus, her children will suffer a broken family life and society degrades further as a result. It is important that women be trained to understand the standards of chastity. 

This was strictly regulated by Srila Prabhupad. In Srila Prabhupad’s presence, under his direct guidance, during the 70’s in ISKCON there was no misunderstanding about this one point. Brahmacaris and brahmacarinis did not speak to one another unless there was a need for doing service. There was no free or loose talk between unwed girls and boys allowed or tolerated at the ISKCON temples.  It is so sad, today, to witness the youth, not just ISKCON’s second generation, but even the newer brahmacaris and brahmacarinis in America, in many temples and communities they do not follow this standard.  I have seen brahmacaris and brahmacarinis holding long talks together, unsupervised, right at the temples, and the teenagers freely mixing and talking, even right outside the temple doors in Alachua during Bhavagatam class.  This is very sad, and I know that Srila Prabhupad is very displeased by it.  

It goes far beyond this, but, for example, I saw about 5 or 6 marriageable girls, 13-16 years of age, sitting in a group eating, One boy, maybe 15 or 16 walks over and sits down in the center and begins laughing and joking. All the girls laugh and they talk freely.  The parents of the girls do nothing. The parents of the boy do nothing. Teachers do nothing. Temple authorities do nothing.  

What should be done in such a circumstance if we were serious about following Srila Prabhupad’s instructions? What would be done if we were serious about following brahminical standards?  The father (or mother) of any and all the girls should have gone over to the boy himself and told him in no uncertain terms that it was socially forbidden in ISKCON for a boy or a man to speak with any mother, especially an unwed marriageable girl. If he were found to do so again at the temple, then he should be banned from visiting the temple property unless and until he can control himself. 

What should the temple authorities do? Support that parent 100%, and if the father doesn’t do this, the temple authorities should do so.  It MUST BE the strict ISKCON temple policy to enforce the rules and strict standards that Srila Prabhupad instructed his followers, the members of ISKCON, to follow.  Any temple authority who thinks they can change the standards that Srila Prabhupad instructed us to follow should be removed. Any members of an ISKCON community who are unwilling to follow Srila Prabhupad’s standards should not encouraged to practice their concocted life-style on their own, and not on ISKCON temple grounds. They are welcome to come to the temple programs, but only if they agree to follow the rules Srila Prabhupad gave us at least while they are on the temple grounds. 

Quite frankly, I am tired of seeing such loose standards and tired of seeing no one in authority doing anything about it. 

During my stay in 1995-96 at the LA temple during the Srimad Bhagavatam class I mentioned that it was not proper for brhamcarinis and brahmacaris to associate at all. I remarked that under Srila Prabhupad’s direction this was not allowed or tolerated. That day one mataji told me that the brahmacarinis didn’t like me for what I said. One girl said that if she couldn’t talk and associate with the brahmaris she might as well leave the temple.  Under Prabhupad’s direction, than I am afraid that is what she would have done, because Prabhupad would not have compromised.  I am going on about this one topic, because at least in America, from what I have seen in some temples and communities, this is a major problem that has to be corrected.  Otherwise, as Srila Prabhupad has said, everything will be lost.

Morning Walk  Mayapur  March 19, 1976

 ...our Vedic civilization says, nari-rupam pati-vratam: “The woman is beautiful when she remains as a slave to the husband.” That is the beauty, not the personal beauty. How much she has learned to remain as a slave to the husband, that is Vedic civilization....  ....nari-rupam pati-vratam. And the beauty of woman is how much she is devoted and obedient to the husband. So it is very difficult?

Here the real beauty of a woman is described. Nari-rupam means the beauty of a woman, pati-vratam means to be faithful, devoted, or as Prabhupad says here, the slave of the husband. Chastity. This is the woman's true beauty. 

It is a fact. If the wife is completely surrendered to her husband and becomes his maidservant, then regardless of her physical body, she becomes attractive to the mind of the husband.  Her service attitude and devotion to him will be so attractive to  him that he will not mind what she looks like and he will keep his family together. Similarly, even if a woman has a very beautiful and attractive form and face, if she is not surrendered, household life becomes hellish for the man. Regardless of her physical looks he will loose his attraction for her and will eventually look elsewhere for his happiness. The family life will break.

Room Conversation Baltimore  July 7, 1976

Woman should be expert in cooking. That is their natural tendency. They should be educated how to cook nicely, how to please the husband, how to take care of the children. This is Vedic civilization. In the beginning a woman, childhood, she’s trained up by the mother. Then as soon as she is married, formerly, child-marriage, so she’s transferred to the care of mother-in-law. There she is trained up. Then she becomes very good housewife, takes care of household affairs, husband, children, and home becomes happy. What is this nonsense, divorce? There is no such thing in the Vedic civilization, divorce. You must accept whatever God has given you as husband or wife, you must. They had no thinking even, idea of divorce. One may not agree with the husband. That is natural. Sometimes we do not agree. But there is no question of divorce. 

Again, Prabhupad says women should be educated how to cook nicely. How to please the husband. How to take care of children. She must be trained to become very good housewife, taking care of the household affairs, husband, children. Then the home becomes happy. An interesting point here is that when a girl is married prior to puberty she is turned over to the care of her mother-in-law and further trained by her. The mother of the girl’s husband knows best the likes and dislikes of the future husband to be. So the girl is given final training by her mother-in-law how to become best servant of her husband-to-be. In place of mother-in-law for the brahmacarinis would be the mother in charge of the brahmacarini ashram.

A most important instruction is, what ever husband God gives you, the wife must accept. What ever wife God gives you, the husband must accept. Must. No question of rejection. What Krishna has given you, you simply accept it. Even if he is not so perfect, not as advanced, what ever, as long as he remains devotee of Krishna, despite his other weaknesses, the wife has to accept him and remain faithful. And the husband must remain responsible. Life is eternal, this is only one short life out of unlimited lives. If we get a bad bargain in this life, then as Srila Prabhupad is famous for saying, simply make the best use of the bad bargain and get out  Tolerate the weaknesses of the husband and remain submissive, then there will be no fights. In the overall scheme, your life will be happier than divorce and remarriage again and again. Birth and re-birth.

Room Conversation   Chicago   July 9, 1975 

Nowadays may be different, but I am speaking of the Vedic ideas, that woman in all circumstances, unless the husband is crazy or something like that, mad, or..., in every case the instance is that wife is faithful and subservient to the husband. That is the Vedic culture. 
Unless the husband is mad, crazy, she must remain faithful and subservient to the husband that Krishna has given.  Sometimes men may go into a rage while fighting with the wife. But, stop and think, they would not be fighting with the wife if they had been subservient and submissive. Their husband would not have gotten angry or fought with them, if they don’t fight and only speak sweetly, even when it is hard to do so.

 Bhagavatam 3:21:15         Purport

 ... Kardama Muni wanted to have a wife of like disposition because a wife is necessary to assist in spiritual and material advancement. It is said that a wife yields the fulfillment of all desires in religion, economic development and sense gratification. If one has a nice wife, he is to be considered a most fortunate man. In astrology, a man is considered fortunate who has great wealth, very good sons or a very good wife. Of these three, one who has a very good wife is considered the most fortunate. Before marrying, one should select a wife of like disposition and not be enamored by so-called beauty or other attractive features for sense gratification. 

The wife is necessary for most men as she helps him subdue his desire for sense gratification and assists him in his spiritual and material advancement. A man who gets a wife like Devahuti or one that worships and serves her husband as Laxmi does Narayan, such a man is the most fortunate, most fortunate, without any doubt. 

As we see, virtually all of the instructions dealing with the qualities and duties of women in a Vedic society found in the Bhagavatam and Prabhupad's teachings center around the concept that the women must be, at all times, dependent upon the protection of a man, subservient. By worshipping her husband as Laxmi worships Narayan this will create a truly peaceful home-life thus providing a situation where elevated souls will take birth. In such a peaceful setting the children can become elevated. This will create a situation in which the world can again become peaceful due to the presence of so many elevated souls.  

Room Conversation  Vrndaban   6 28 77

You see here that all young girls are carrying water, collecting. In the morning collecting water, cleansing the house, utensils, clothes, taking bath, then cooking, those girls. Their first business. Man’s business is to earn money, go to the market, the necessities. Woman’s business is take care of household affairs, children, and they have got engagement. And in the presence of father or elder brother or husband, a woman has to earn livelihood—that’s a great insult...   As soon as they allow young girl to mix with young boys—finished

....And if nice children are there in the society, they will become responsible men. Then there will be no disturbance in the society. Everything will go on smoothly.

...So I have studied practically. Vedic way of simple life is the best. And unless you adopt the Vedic way of simple life, you’ll be implicated, material desires. There is no end..   

 ...Just to live. Just like sleeping—we require bedding. And why shall I be dissatisfied if there is no good bedstead and no silk, silver and, or, and this, that, so...? Within my means, whatever comforts are available, I make satisfaction. Why shall I make competition?

Simple Vedic village life. It is the best way of life. Girls and boys must be kept separate. Women's business is  household affairs, raising children and some engagement, husband's business is to earn living at the market. Simple village life is wanted. Then everything mentioned here will work smoothly. 

We can't try to implement one or two things, it won't work. We won't get the actual result. We must strive for taking up Vedic culture and living it. Make life simple. For the wife, the household affairs. The husband working. Then happiness will come.

Be satisfied with what ever Krishna supplies. Brahmana Vaishnav’s shouldn’t be so concerned with too many material comforts. Be satisfied even if there is no bedstead, so silk or silver plates. What ever is in the easy means of the husband, the husband and wife should accept as Krishna’s mercy and make do. That is simple living - high thinking. 

And the point I made earlier, that when boys and girls mix freely, everything will be finished. That has to be stopped.

Room Conversation  Detroit  June 14, 1976

Pusta Krsna: Prabhupada was explaining how in India even the poorest people, they live, husband, wife, family, like this, in very...

Prabhupada: Happy.

Pusta Krsna: ...simple quarters.

Prabhupada: Happily they live. As soon as there is no quarrel between the husband and wife, the home will be happy. And as soon as there is misunderstanding between husband, wife, it will be hell. So the principle is the husband honestly tries to earn livelihood, and at home the wife should be so intelligent that whatever money the husband has earned, she’ll manage. She’ll not demand, “Bring money, bring money, bring money. Otherwise it cannot be...” Then the home will be happy. So where is that training?

That is what I am asking as well, “Where is that training?” 

As soon as there is fight, misunderstanding, married life becomes hell. 

Wife should be satisfied with what ever the husband can honestly provide. As soon as there is no quarrel between husband and wife, then the home will be happy. Happiness in family life is not dependent on money. Some money is needed to live, but money is not the key to happiness.

It is the duty of the husband to make an honest attempt at maintaining the family. And the wife must be intelligent and get by and be satisfied with what ever Krishna and her husband gives. This is the key to happiness. The wife should not demand the husband, bring more money, more money. We require plate for eating, why bother if it isn't silver? We need a bed, so why bother if it isn’t an expensive bedstead? This is the nature of brahmanas.

Srimad Bhagavatam  4.3.24   Purport 

For a woman, both the husband and the father are equally worshipable. The husband is the protector of a woman during her youthful life, whereas the father is her protector during her childhood. Thus both are worshipable, but especially the father because he is the giver of the body.

Srimad Bhagavatam 9.6.53            PURPORT

As stated in Bhagavad-Gita (9.32), striyo vaisyas tatha sudras te ‘pi yanti param gatim. Women are not considered very powerful in following spiritual principles, but if a woman is fortunate enough to get a suitable husband who is spiritually advanced and if she always engages in his service, she also gets the same benefit as her husband. Here it is clearly said that the wives of Saubhari Muni also entered the spiritual world by the influence of their husband. They were unfit, but because they were faithful followers of their husband, they also entered the spiritual world with him. Thus a woman should be a faithful servant of her husband, and if the husband is spiritually advanced, the woman will automatically get the opportunity to enter the spiritual world.

The key points here, again the same as pointed out before, is that not just any wife shares in the spiritual advancement of her husband, but it is only the wife who always engages in his service. The wife who is faithful and submissive, she shares in her husband’s advancement. Not an argumentative and non-submissive wife. Such a wife may take birth again and again in this world, while her husband of this life may never return, residing in the Vaikunthas.

Srimad Bhagavatam  3.23.2

O Vidura, Devahuti served her husband with intimacy and great respect, with control of the senses, with love and with sweet words.

                            PURPORT

Here two words are very significant. Devahuti served her husband in two ways, visrambhena and gauravena. These are two important processes in serving the husband or the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Visrambhena means “with intimacy,” and gauravena means “with great reverence.” The husband is a very intimate friend; therefore, the wife must render service just like an intimate friend, and at the same time she must understand that the husband is superior in position, and thus she must offer him all respect. A man’s psychology and woman’s psychology are different. As constituted by bodily frame, a man always wants to be superior to his wife, and a woman, as bodily constituted, is naturally inferior to her husband. Thus the natural instinct is that the husband wants to post himself as superior to the wife, and this must be observed. Even if there is some wrong on the part of the husband, the wife must tolerate it, and thus there will be no misunderstanding between husband and wife. Visrambhena means “with intimacy,” but it must not be familiarity that breeds contempt. According to the Vedic civilization, a wife cannot call her husband by name. In the present civilization the wife calls her husband by name, but in Hindu civilization she does not. Thus the inferiority and superiority complexes are recognized. Damena ca: a wife has to learn to control herself even if there is a misunderstanding. Sauhrdena vaca madhuraya means always desiring good for the husband and speaking to him with sweet words. A person becomes agitated by so many material contacts in the outside world; therefore, in his home life he must be treated by his wife with sweet words.

Srila Prabhupad said, “As constituted by bodily frame, a man always wants to be superior to his wife  … Thus the natural instinct is that the husband wants to post himself as superior to the wife, and this must be observed “ 

This is a most important concept that all women must properly understand. This is the key to understanding why women must take the submissive position. It is man’s natural tendency, his natural instinct. It comes along with the material male body. He wants to post himself as superior to the wife. 

In this modern world this is considered male chauvinism. It is considered socially wrong. However, the Vedas teach that this is the natural material tendency of souls conditioned in male material bodies, and, therefore, it organizes society around these natural tendencies.  Vedic culture deals honestly and harmoniously with reality. Modern society tries to put it’s head in the sand, it attempts to deny reality. It attempts to artificially create a make-believe false-reality. 

Interesting to note is that on one of the TV news-documentary shows (maybe it was Prime-Time-Live) several years back they interviewed an 8 year old boy and his mother. The boy was being raised without a father. The mother complained that when she asked or told her son to do something, he kept putting it off, even if she screamed, begged, pleaded, threatened, he just ignored her. But, when her brother came over, he only asked once, and the boy would jump into action. They asked the boy why he ignores his mother, yet obeys his uncle. The 8 year old replied because his uncle is a man, but his mother is a woman. He said that he just can’t stand being told what to do by a woman, even his own mother. But a man telling him, that is different. Even at such a young age, the male instinct is to want to post himself in the superior position.

On the same show they reviewed scientific evidence that showed that by nature men are more aggressive and domineering, and women are more subordinate and meek. They said the differences can often be seen even in new born babies who have had no exposure to social conditioning. Their conclusion was, it came along with the body. 3 year olds whose parents tried to raise boys and girls the same, the differences were measurable and obvious. Put these 3 year old boys and girls in the same room with the same toys, boys will tend to want to play by themselves and will go for the trucks and machines, tools, guns, etc.  Girls tend to want to play house together and go for dolls, play houses, etc. As Prabhupad says, man’s duty is to work outside and earn the livelihood - tools, machines, trucks. And woman’s duty is household affairs, raising the children - the dolls, playing house, doll houses, etc. Actually, 3 year olds do not have to be taught this, it is the natural tendency that comes with the material bodies. Rather, modern society and modern schooling works to confuse children as they grow up by trying to artificially teach not to follow our natural tendencies. Modern society teaches that these natural tendencies are socially wrong. This simply creates social and psychological disharmony and confusion. It was a relief to see that now at least some scientific research is showing that, as the modern scientists would say, it’s in the genes. As Srila Prabhupad says, it is constituted by the bodily frame.

What happens in marriages in the West today is that women are artificially encouraged to demand more and more equal rights and equal treatment. (No woman today is going to bow her head down to any man’s feet or take a ‘subordinate’ position. That is considered degrading for women.).  The men are taught that to be demanding to be seen as superior is chauvinistic, socially wrong, primitive and backwards thinking.  He is taught that to see woman as his equal in all respects is a better or higher and more just way to live. 

Then these people marry. But, it is there in the genes. It is there in the bodily constitution in the male. Without any effort on the man’s part, slowly, or even suddenly, it raises out of natural instinct and manifests itself, to the surprise of both parties. He may say something almost insignificant. The woman may disagree and start arguing. Something triggers inside. The man just can’t take it. He demands that she ‘gives-in’ and accepts his view. No way, she isn’t going to take no submissive position with him, after all, has he gone mad or something? Doesn’t he remember they are at least equal? You ask the man at that point if what he wants is a submissive wife, and he will probably say no. Most men don’t sit down and think about it, but, in reality, that is what he wants. Something inside just makes it unacceptable about the way his wife is dealing with him. He gets angry, she gets angry back. Soon all hell breaks loose as the two go at it. An insignificant argument turns into all out war. Each has to win, neither can or will take the submissive position and ‘give-in’. They will argue and fight and risk everything, children, family, home, happiness, just to be the one who comes out on top. In their all out fight to win, they both loose everything. 

Another point that can be made here is that someone in the household has to be designated as the boss. You cannot run a company without a boss. You cannot run a country without a boss. You cannot run a family, even if it is only a family of 2, the man and wife, it will not function normally without a clearly defined ‘boss’ or head. 

Vedic science recognizes that men are more domineering and aggressive by nature. (Modern scientific research confirms this). Therefore, Vedic social science teaches that men must be given the role of leader or boss.  The husband is the guru of the wife, the head of the house. 

Imagine a company where the boss decides he wants to spend some company earnings on more advertising. Well, his secretary doesn’t agree with him, and she tells him she isn’t going to let him. The boss says, “Hey, look, I am the boss and what I say goes”. The secretary says, “Oh yeah, well I work as many hours as you do, mister, and I say no way. Over my dead body.”.  Soon they start yelling and screaming and calling each other names. The boss writes out the check for the ad, the secretary rips it up.  They start physically fighting.  

Sounds real bizarre. Obviously, if the boss owns or manages the company, he would have full authority to make the decision and it would be totally out of place for a worker to raise their voice and demand he not make that decision. 

Marriage is the same. The wife is meant to take the subordinate position. 

Not that a worker or secretary cannot voice their opinions and make useful contributions to the decision process. A good manager would encourage this.  But, there are proper and improper ways for that to be done.  It is totally out of place and counter productive (and job threatening) for the worker to fight and argue. Marriage is the same way.    

I realize I am writing a lot on this one point, but it is a very important point that has to be understood. Woman must understand why they must be trained (or train themselves) to take the submissive position. Because men have the nature to post themselves in the superior position. If the wife disregards this point, and she does not train herself to become and remain submissive, to take the subordinate position, then her marriage may end (sooner then expected) in hell. 

Before I go on to another quote by Srila Prabhupad, I have a story to tell in this regard.

From time to time I have spoke with different matajis who were having problems or had divorced. Srila Prabhupad has instructed that in general divorce is caused by the wife not taking to the submissive position. However, time after time when hearing from matajis it seemed to always sound like the men were the rascals. Time after time I kept thinking, “Oh, another exception, it wasn’t the woman who was at fault this time. This time it was the man, he was acting like a  rascal”.  

So, one day I was speaking with another mataji who had just gone through a divorce. Again, when we first spoke she claimed that she had to ‘get out’ of the marriage because her husband started beating her and always arguing and fighting for no reason. She told of simply walking in the door and he would shove her around, yell at her. She said he carried on like this with no cause or reason.  I doubted that he would fight for absolutely no reason, but still, it did appear to be ‘another exception’.  Srila Prabhupad said that the cause of most all divorce is womanly weakness, that she does not take or remain submissive. Yet, this mataji claimed she was very submissive, that she never fought. She never argued. She was always submissive. It was only him who provoked the fights.

She sounded sincere and I wanted to believe her, and I did for a while, but I also fully accept that Srila Prabhupad is self-realized and that his knowledge of things is far broader than any of us can imagine. Things were not adding up. How could it be that Srila Prabhupad says that most all divorce is the woman’s fault for not being submissive, but time after time it appears to be the man is at fault?  I finally told my mind to stop misleading me, I finally said, no, not this time. Srila Prabhupad is right, I and this mataji are simply not understanding things right. 

I assumed the premise that in this case, even though it didn’t appear that way to me at first, I assumed that Srila Prabhupad was right and that this mataji, despite the fact that she thought and felt in her heart that she had been so submissive, was in reality not, and therefor was the ultimate cause of the problem.

After assuming this to be true or at least to be, as Srila Prabhupad said, the most likely cause, I asked her what happened, when did the fighting start?  She said it started almost immediately, a day or two after the wedding. I asked, “Well, what happened, what were the fights about?”   She said the first fights were because the day or so after the wedding, in the evening when they were together all he wanted to do was sit and watch non-sense non-devotee shows on TV.  She wanted to sit and read and discuss Srimad Bhagavatam.  Okay, so the devotee was in a bit of maya, especially compared to what she was wanting. But, how did the fighting start?  Now, as she told me what took place in those first few days, a different story emerged.

Originally she had told me that she had always been so submissive, that she never started a fight and that he fought with her for no reason. Now, she says that what actually happened is that she would get furious with him because she considered he was so fallen. She would tell him off, tell him that he was in maya. She would yell at him to try to get him to stop watching TV. Every time he would turn on the TV she would make a scene with him. She demanded that he turn it off and that he read scripture with her. 

What happened over the months and several years after this is that he would fight back and the fights simply became more and more intense and they would fight over any thing. They would fight over nothing.  

Now, it appeared that what Srila Prabhupad said actually did apply in this case. I told her she was at fault, that she was the cause of her marriage breaking up, that she was the cause of the fighting and misery.  That surprised her. But, she had already changed her original story.  Originally she fully believed that she had always been a very submissive wife and that she never started any fights. But, now she told me that she started the first fights, and the attitude she described was far from being that of a submissive wife.

Far from feeling herself subordinate to her husband, far from respecting him as her ‘Prabhu’, Master, and guru, instead she considered him to be ‘fallen’. According to her, he was in complete maya. She considered herself to be ‘superior’.  Because of this, she saw nothing wrong for her to chastise her husband-guru. She saw nothing wrong for her to tell off her master. She saw nothing wrong for her to shout at him, to get raging mad and angry with him.  That is exactly what Srila Prabhupad means when he says that nearly all divorces are because the women are not submissive to their husbands.

But, wait, you say (as she was saying), aren’t I forgetting that this man was in a bit of maya? After all, he wanted only to sit down and watch non-devotee TV shows while she wanted to sit down and discuss philosophy and scripture. Isn’t she much more advanced than he?  Should she have to ‘lower’ herself down to his level? (And she used that sort of terminology herself in describing the situation).  

First of all, she was taking very reckless steps in assuming that she was, in fact, more advanced than her husband. Second of all, even if she were, was all of this of such importance to have cost them the marriage?  

Lets look at some other facets of this incident.  At the time I spoke with her she had been divorced some time, I think at least 6 months or more.  He had been steadily engaged in service for many years, and he remained fixed in his service. She, on the other hand, although continuing to remain somewhat engaged, was having a real hard time of it. She was engaged at least 3 days a week on Sankirtan, book distribution, well, maybe 6 days a week, but most days only for an hour or two.  She was psychologically a mess.  She very much needed a husband, a guide, someone to ‘help’ her, lead her, show her the way, tell her what to do. She also knew that very well.  Now, without her husband, she was really struggling to stay engaged, and mentally she was practically a lost cause.  Is that the result of her being more fixed and advanced in her development of Krishna Consciousness?

Her husband, on the other hand, was remarrying, singing kirtans in the temple and remained steadily engaged. 

Overall, who is more or less advanced?  Sure, she was distributing Prabhupad’s books, and yes, he likes watching a little non-sense TV.  But, he also was steadily engaged in service, and she was not without her own imperfections.  But, she saw his largest faults and she turned a blind eye to his good virtues. She closed her eyes to her own faults and only saw her good virtues, therefore she really believed that she was superior, more advanced, and that he was fallen down in maya.  That was wrong, and ultimately the results show this not to be the fact.

But, what about his watching TV causing her to fall down, or bringing her Krishna Consciousness down? (That was her argument).  Unimportant.  He own fall down, her own fault is that she did not tolerate his imperfection. She allowed a small inconvenience to ruin her (and partially his) entire life.  It was not so great a fault to have cost her her happiness and marriage.

It is true, no man should become a husband or father if he can’t lead his dependents out of the cycle of birth and death. And, it is true that a woman should not marry a man who is less advanced than herself. A brahman can marry a girl from the ksatriya or vaishya, even sudra class (Manu states that his first wife must be brahman, and if he wants a sudra as a wife, she must be his 4th wife). But, it is strongly recommended that a brahman girl not marry anyone less than a brahman. Then the marriage will be mismatched. The  man is to be the guru, the authority for the girl. If he is of an equal or higher class, then automatically he is spiritually her authority, but if she is from a higher class, then the marriage is out of balance.  Therefore those who arrange marriages must be sure to allow for this in choosing proper mates.

But, it is also taught that we must simply accept what Krishna gives us. Once the marriage is made, it is past the point of no return. Then husband and wife must make the best use of a bad bargain, as in the eyes of the scripture there is no such thing as divorce. As long as the man remains a devotee, even if he has fall downs and has faults, even if he is not perfect, it remains the duty of the wife to remain submissive and to serve him as his devotee. 

What should a submissive and Krishna Conscious wife have done in that circumstance?  Tolerate her husband, and not loose respect. Remain humble, but use her intelligence properly.  Yes, she realized watching TV would bring her down.  So, she should have used her intelligence in how to pacify her husband, not antagonize him, which is what she did.

If he insists on watching TV, an ideal wife would have approached her husband with a concerned smile, with folded hands, with soothing and sweet, but compelling words, and explained her point of view, that it was non-sense, then, doing something she knows would please him, like bringing him a cup of his favorite juice, or rubbing his feet, or something that pleases him, explain nicely that for the protection of her own Krishna Consciousness she would like no part of watching the TV, then ask his permission to read in the other room when the TV is on. 

If she comes on so sweetly, so surrendered and submissive, then at least there would have been no fight, no agitation. At least his heart would have melted a bit, he would be thinking, “Wow, what a wonderful and Krishna Conscious wife I’ve got”.  However, he may also think, “Oh no, I wanted a wife who would enjoy sitting and watching TV with me, what have I got, some kind of angel from heaven?” He would have probably done one of 3 things. Either he would have immediately realized she was right, he was in a bit of maya, and would have worked to improve himself spiritually, or he would have sort of realized she was right, but didn’t want to give up his maya, but, would make a compromise and not insist that she also join his maya. Or he would not only not want to give up his maya, but continue to insist that she join him, but with one major difference than if she were not submissive. He would not be angry at this point and there would be only a peaceful atmosphere so far. 

Now, if he choose one of the first 2 alternatives, the marriage would have been off to a wonderful start and she would have been far ahead of where she was by not being submissive.  If he chose the 3rd alternative, well, at least peace would still prevail.  At that point, a submissive wife would have to weigh the fact that he has this fault, but he is still a devotee, therefore she still must remain submissive and have to join him in watching TV.  Manu Samhita says a wife must remain submissive and faithful even if the husband is void of all good qualities. Even if he is having affairs outside the house, what to speak of simply in a little maya. Srila Prabhupad says the wife must submissively serve the husband as long as the husband is not addicted to the four principles of sinful life and is no longer  a devotee. 

For the sake of argument, lets say that the husband still insists that his wife watch TV with him. Then she has to remain submissive and agree, without anger. She can still, from time to time, with respect, with folded hands, with humility, keep reminding him it is maya and tell him that she prefer he stop.  Lets say he never stops. Well, what is worse 3 years latter? He is still engaged in his devotional service, she is still engaged, and by being fully submissive there would have been not one fight, not one argument in the house. Despite having to have had to watch TV for a few years, she would be happy in her marriage, and after 3 years of her sweet persuasion, it would be most unlikely they would still be watching non-devotee shows for that long. 

If she had remained fully submissive, the Goddess of Fortune would have come to their home. 

Simply watching a few TV shows is not sufficient cause for being disrespectful, for fighting with one’s guru / husband and for ultimately breaking up the marriage.  This couple did not have children. However, most couples do by the time their marriage broke up. That would have been a much greater tragedy.  

It is my humble opinion that the wife should tolerate the faults of the husband, remain faithful, sweetly disposed and submissive, then family life will become happy and peaceful.  From the position of being sweet, of being subservient, of being the best possible wife any man could want, from that position she can win his heart and has the greatest control or influence over her husband. From that position she will be helping him the best to deal with whatever faults he may have. But, it is not the wife’s position to try and rectify the husband. By her sweet and wonderful attitude a truly submissive wife can be a great spiritual boon for the devotee husband. 

By arguing, demanding, commanding, fighting to the end to ‘win’, by trying to ‘defeat’, by trying to ‘make him listen, make him understand’, which are all actions that put the wife in the superior position over her husband, all of this not only turns a man’s heart off, not only turns off his compassion and affection, not only looses any influence she could have over him, but it is the surest way to bring out the natural male instinct of wanting and having to post himself as being superior.  The more the wife commands, demands and fights and argues, the more intensely and forcefully the man angrily fights back in an attempt to post himself in his superior position. The more intensely he fights back, the more frustrated the wife becomes. The more the wife is unsubmissive, the more and more frustrated the husband becomes.  Soon the level of frustration with each other flows into all aspects of their relationship. Each come to a position of 0 degree tolerance of each other’s never noticed before faults and small imperfections. Soon fighting, even violent fighting, may erupt over seemingly insignificant causes, fueled by shear frustration of the souring relationship. Such a marriage winds up in hell, then divorce appears to be the only way out of such a hell. 

However, even at such a late stage, it is salvageable ONLY if the wife understands this science and immediately and fully takes up her dutiful position in society and fully submits herself to her husband and totally controls her anger and puts on only a sweet and pleasing personality around her husband in order to win back his heart.  Such marriages can be saved. But, it is entirely up to the wife to save it.

These are my conclusions based on my realizations of Srila Prabhupad’s teachings in this matter. 

I spent a lot of time on this point because it is very important for women to understand. Finally, lets move on to another quote by Srila Prabhupad.

Room Conversation Vrndaban  Sept. 9, 1976

Hari-sauri: Once a woman was married, then that was finished. No connection with another man.

Prabhupada: No, no. That one marriage is sufficient. She must remain very faithful to her husband, chaste. That is wanted. Not that “I do not like this husband. I’ll change.” That is not wanted.

Hari-sauri: That’s Western mentality.

Prabhupada: Whatever your father and mother has chosen, that’s all. He’s your worshipable husband.     ...But that old man, not less than sixty-five, and this young woman, utmost twenty to twenty-five. She was serving the husband like anything. We have seen it. There is no question of changing or being dissatisfied.   ...It is a question of culture. Culture. It is a question of culture. And to establish culture it means training from birth. Every young boy and girl should know their Vedic duties in life. They should be well trained. The girl at home by her parents and the boy at the home/ashram of his guru.

Another very important point Srila Prabhupad makes here.  For a woman to remain life-long faithful to her one husband, it is a question of Culture. And to establish culture it requires training. Training from birth. Every young boy and girl must know their Vedic duties as man and wife and they must be well trained.

This training must start at birth. It must be there all one’s life. My mother-in-law told us that she was trained how important it was to remain always submissive to her (future) husband from birth. She was trained by her father, mother, grand father and other family members. Not just mentioned, but trained, actually trained from birth. 

To establish this higher standard in our society can be done, it is a question of culture and culture requires training. 

The incident he was referring to about was regarding a friend of his father’s. When Srila Prabhupad was a young man his father had one friend who when he was around 65 his first wife died. His sister insisted that he take another wife, so she let it be known her brother would except another wife.  The father of one girl gave over his daughter. Srila Prabhupad was same as, maybe even older than the girl, yet he said he used to call her Didi. Didi is an address for an elder sister or elder aunt. 

Srimad Bhagavatam   3.24.5 Purport

     This is the process of spiritual realization; one has to receive instruction from a bona fide spiritual master. Kardama Muni was Devahuti’s husband, but because he instructed her on how to achieve spiritual perfection, he naturally became her spiritual master also. There are many instances wherein the husband becomes the spiritual master. Lord Siva also is the spiritual master of his consort, Parvati. A husband should be so enlightened that he should become the spiritual master of his wife in order to enlighten her in the advancement of Krsna consciousness. Generally stri, or woman, is less intelligent than man; therefore, if the husband is intelligent enough, the woman gets a great opportunity for spiritual enlightenment.

This is the spiritual qualification for the husband. He must be spiritually enlightened and intelligent enough that he can lead his dependents out of this material world and bring them to Krishna's eternal abode. Another thing is that the wife must accept the guidance and spiritual instructions the husband gives her. A woman must qualify herself by training herself to be an ideal wife and Krishna will arrange for her a qualified husband. If the woman is not so qualified, why would Krishna put her with such an advanced devotee?

Srimad Bhagavatam  4:27:1  Purport

... If a husband and wife combine together in Krsna consciousness and live together peacefully, that is very nice. However, if a husband becomes too much attracted by his wife and forgets his duty in life, the implications of materialistic life will again resume. Srila Rupa Gosvami has therefore recommended, anasaktasya visayan (Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.255). Without being attached by sex, the husband and wife may live together for the advancement of spiritual life. The husband should engage in devotional service, and the wife should be faithful and religious according to the Vedic injunctions. Such a combination is very good. However, if the husband becomes too much attracted to the wife due to sex, the position becomes very dangerous. Women in general are very much sexually inclined. Indeed, it is said that a woman’s sex desire is nine times stronger than a man’s. It is therefore a man’s duty to keep a woman under his control by satisfying her, giving her ornaments, nice food and clothes, and engaging her in religious activities. Of course, a woman should have a few children and in this way not be disturbing to the man. Unfortunately, if the man becomes attracted to the woman simply for sex enjoyment, then family life becomes abominable.

     The great politician Canakya Pandita has said: bharya rupavati satruh—a beautiful wife is an enemy. Of course every woman in the eyes of her husband is very beautiful. Others may see her as not very beautiful, but the husband, being very much attracted to her, sees her always as very beautiful. If the husband sees the wife as very beautiful, it is to be assumed that he is too much attracted to her. This attraction is the attraction of sex. The whole world is captivated by the two modes of material nature rajo-guna and tamo-guna, passion and ignorance. Generally women are very much passionate and are less intelligent; therefore somehow or other a man should not be under the control of their passion and ignorance. By performing bhakti-yoga, or devotional service, a man can be raised to the platform of goodness. If a husband situated in the mode of goodness can control his wife, who is in passion and ignorance, the woman is benefited. Forgetting her natural inclination for passion and ignorance, the woman becomes obedient and faithful to her husband, who is situated in goodness. Such a life becomes very welcome. The intelligence of the man and woman may then work very nicely together, and they can make a progressive march toward spiritual realization. Otherwise, the husband, coming under the control of the wife, sacrifices his quality of goodness and becomes subservient to the qualities of passion and ignorance. In this way the whole situation becomes polluted.

     The conclusion is that a household life is better than a sinful life devoid of responsibility, but if in the household life the husband becomes subordinate to the wife, involvement in materialistic life again becomes prominent. In this way a man’s material bondage becomes enhanced. Because of this, according to the Vedic system, after a certain age a man is recommended to abandon his family life for the stages of vanaprastha and sannyasa.

Even if the man is a little fallen, and obviously not up to the standards described here, a wife should not put such a husband in a position of being subordinate to him. Then all becomes lost. Ideally the man should be in the mode of goodness, and his wife, even though a woman’s tendency is passion and ignorance, becomes elevated by serving him. But, if the man is more or less fallen (but still a devotee), this is not ideal for the wife, but she must not become slack in her duty. Prabhupad says that if the woman (who is more in the modes of passion and ignorance) becomes strong and the man takes the subordinate position there is no further hope for either to become uplifted.  

Earlier we were discussing in Narad Muni’s instructions to Maharaj Yudisthira that a wife must try to keep her husband attracted to her by dressing and decorating herself nicely at the home when he is there. And that is wanted. The husband has to have some attraction toward his wife or he may become attracted to some other woman. But, it is also required that the man be spiritually strong and not spiritually weak. He must be somewhat attracted to his wife, but he should not simply be attracted to sex-life, simply wanting to use his wife as a machine for having unrestricted sex. 

This is why it is essential that previous to marriage the man has had many years of training as a staunch brahmacari and he becomes practiced in control of the mind and senses. However, even if the husband is fallen in this way, a wife should not consider herself more advanced and use this as an excuse to be disrespectful and leave her husband. Marriage is a sacred institution that should not be broken if at all possible. 

The ideal situation is as Srila Prabhupad describes here, where the husband is firmly situated in the mode of goodness and becomes the strong spiritual guide for his wife, and the wife remains his faithful servant. 

Room Conversation 7/13/75

Canakya Pandita says, mata yasya grhe nasti bharya capriya-vadini. If there is no mother at home and the wife is not very suitable, does not speak very nicely with husband, disrespectful, then he is recommended to leave home and go to the forest. Aranyam tena gantavyam yatharanyam tatha grham. Such person should immediately leave home and live in the forest because for him the forest and home is the same. Mata yasya grhe nasti bharya capriya-vadini. 

So women should be trained up to be very faithful and chaste. Then the life will be very happy. That is the only education for woman. And man should be educated how to become first-class man, a brahmana. Then the whole atmosphere will be very happy. The man, first-class man, brahmana, samo damah titiksa, and woman, very faithful to such husband and chaste. Then the home is happy. And Canakya Pandita says another place, dampatyoh kalaho nasti tatra srih svayam agatah. “If there is no fight and disagreement between husband and wife, in that home the goddess of fortune automatically comes.” They haven’t got to search out where is goddess of fortune. She will come automatically. So that is now lacking. In most cases the husband and wife does not agree. 

When the wife looses all respect, or has no proper respect for the husband, then family life is hell. To live in the forest alone is very difficult. But to live with a wife who is disrespectful is no better. Again, Srila Prabhupad says that the women need to be trained to be submissive and faithful. This is the only education a woman needs. A man is trained to become first-class brahmana, responsible. Then the home will be happy.

Press Conference, Chicago, July 9th, 1975.

Now, woman is supposed to be assistant of man. If woman is faithful wife of the first-class man, then she also becomes first-class. If she is assistant of the second-class man then she is also second-class. If she is assistant of the third-class man, then she is also third-class. Because she is assistant, so, according to her husband, or protector, she becomes first, second, third, fourth.

Manu Samhita 9.22 states: Whatever qualities the husband has, the wife will attain as the river unites with the sea. 

Therefore it is ill advised in shastra for a woman of a higher class to marry a man of a lower class. She then must come down to his level. It is important that the girl be given a husband who is at least as advanced or more advanced than she. If she marries someone less advanced, then she must go down to his level. But, there is no question of divorce and remarriage. The training must be to accept what Krishna has given. There have been marriages that appeared mismatched. Srila Prabhupad never advised the couple divorce and try to find a better arrangement. Rather, he abhorred such actions.

Letter to Sudevi 72-09-15 Sept. 15th, 1972

My dear Sudevi Dasi,

...Marriage between husband and wife means that the husband must forever be responsible for the wife’s well-being and protection in all cases. That does not mean that now there is agreement between us, therefore I am responsible, but as soon as there is some disagreement then I immediately flee the scene and become so-called renounced. Whether your husband likes to take responsibility as your spiritual guide or not, that does not matter. He must do it. It is his duty because he has taken you as his wife. Therefore he must take full responsibility for you the rest of his life. And you also must agree to serve him under all circumstances and assist him in every way so that he may make advancement in Krsna Consciousness. By his making advancement in Krsna Consciousness, automatically the wife will make advancement in the husband’s footsteps. But if you do not assist him and be very obedient to his welfare, then he may become disgusted and go away. 

The husband must take up his responsibility to be the wife’s spiritual guide. And the wife must serve him under all circumstances.  Then, Srila Prabhupad makes a point that if the wife does not assist her husband and serve him very obediently, he may become disgusted and go away.

This is a confirmation of what Srila Prabhupad said regarding divorce, that in general divorce is due to womanly weakness. If the wife does not remain obedient then the husband may become disgusted (especially disgusted by a wife who fights with him) and leave.  

Normally, in today’s culture, when a man leaves the house and family the society looks down on him as the culprit and the wife as the victim.  Since he walked out, he is looked at as being irresponsible. He is given all blame. 

But, looking at this from the Vedic viewpoint, looking with the eye of shastra, from Srila Prabhupad’s teachings, we see that the actual culprit was the wife.  Because she was not properly submissive she created a situation that became intolerable for the man, so he left, therefore, she is ultimately to blame for she did not execute her proper duties as a wife and submissive servant to her husband.

Although Chanakya Pandit says that if the wife is not pleasant to the husband, she has no sweet words for him, does not serve him submissively for his welfare, desiring to satisfy his desires, then the man should leave that home and go live in the forest, but, the problem today is that rather than go live in the forest, men go to another woman, then another. 

Divorce and Remarriage & The Laws Of Manu

There is no such thing as divorce

Manu Samhita says that the woman who leaves her husband should be shunned by the society. Not only should no other man ever marry her, those who wish to follow the brahminical principles strictly, men or women, they should no longer associate with that mataji. A woman who leaves her husband, in Vedic culture, has no other place to turn. 

Srila Prabhupad has also written that only sudras divorce and remarry. If devotee men were to act on these instructions (not to associate or remarry another man’s (ex-)wife), then women will not so easily leave their husbands. In today’s world they see that so many other men will re-marry another man’s wife. There is no fear for them to leave one husband as they have confidence they can find another. As soon as some dissatisfaction comes they think, ‘Why should I put up with his non-sense any more? There are so many other men who will remarry me.’ 

This Vedic system must be followed. The peace of the whole human society depends on this. When women are insubordinate most marriages will fail. When the family is broken the children suffer. Many such children are psychologically scarred and strike back at society. Statistics have shown that children from broken families do not do well in school. They also have a more difficult time fitting in socially. Young girls, daughters of broken homes, are easier to loose self-esteem. Feeling low about themselves they take their own life cheaply and are more prone to a life of prostitution. Or the young girl’s of broken homes become increasingly independent minded and thus themselves do not make good wives, meaning their own marriage(s) will be more difficult. Young boys do not do so well in school leading them to a life of hard work and low pay. And many turn bad. Often children of broken homes become, in some ways, for a period, unwanted. I have seen a mataji had three children and was divorced. She wanted to remarry and found one man.  Even though she had been raising her children for many years after her divorce, suddenly they became unwanted. She now had a chance to marry someone else, so she sent the children off to their father so she could go live with her new devotee boy-friend. She explained that she had been ‘stuck’ with the ‘burden’ of raising her children for all those years, so now she reasoned it was her ex-husband’s turn to take the ‘burden’. The children had become unwanted ‘burdens’ in the fulfillment of her (illicit) sex-life of living with another devotee man.  Children understand this. They will understand the confusion, the feeling of being an unwanted burden. And that will scar them. 

As society becomes full of such unwanted children the whole human society becomes terrorized and goes to hell. Such is the condition of many modern cities. The key is for women to become submissive and to be properly protected. 

Morning Walk   Rome, May 28, 1974

Prabhupäda: 
...So you have to set up real human society in a small scale so people will see, “Yes.” Because man has got intelligence. Just like, although I am condemning the western mode of life, still, so many western young boys, they have come. I never came to speak to flatter you, that “Your western civilization is very nice.” I never said that. …

Yogesvara: 
So here’s a practical problem. People would be interested to know our position on divorce. Here in Rome  they just passed a divorce law.

Prabhupäda: 
That is also animalism. Just like a dog having sex intercourse with another female dog, and another, another, another. It is also animalism. So that is your decision. They are animals, and different way they are coming to be naked animal, that’s all. The divorce is also dog’s business. Dog is having sex intercourse with this female dog and another, another, another, another. It is animalism, That’s all.

Srila Prabhupad is being very clear and heavy. Divorce and so-called remarriage Srila Prabhupad says is animalism. Like dogs having sex with one dog, then another female dog, another. Srila Prabhupad was very explicit. This sort of misbehavior definitely does not please Srila Prabhupad at all, even among the non-devotees, what to speak of his own followers. It is against all religious injunctions. It degrades the individuals and society. This is not the way one wins the favor of Krishna and his pure devotees. Yet, we continue to act like this because we refuse to follow his instructions on how to create a peaceful and happy family. 

Another important point to note: Often devotees concoct some idea that devotees can stay engrossed in their Western lifestyle, but simply add Krishna. They will say that these Vedic ideals are nice, but totally impossible in the West. Therefore they say that it is all right for devotees to engage in so many non-sense activities of the Western lifestyle. They say it is all right for our children to date and freely associate because the Vedic system just doesn’t work here.  This concocted way of thinking was not at all supported by Srila Prabhupad. He condemns the Western modes of life. He only taught us the ideal Vedic system. And when he departed he left it up to us to somehow introduce the varnasram system, the Vedic cultural system, into not only our own society, but the whole world. 

At another time a devotee complained that certain things were not acceptable to Westerner’s and Srila Prabhupad replied that we must therefore kick out the West.  

In his Purport to Bhagavad Gita 16.7 Srila Prabhupad states:

Actually, a woman should be given protection at every stage of life. She should be given protection by the father in her younger days, by the husband in her youth, and by the grownup sons in her old age. This is proper social behavior according to the Manu Saàhitä. But modern education has artificially devised a puffed-up concept of manly life, and therefore marriage is practically now an imagination in human society. Nor is the moral condition of woman very good now. The demons, therefore, do not accept any instruction which is good for society, and because they do not follow the experience of great sages and the rules and regulations laid down by the sages, the social condition of the demoniac people is very miserable.

We must accept the experience and social injunctions given by the great sages. Women must remain chaste and submissive to their husband. Only when women are of good chaste and submissive character will all of human society become peaceful. 

The demons, Prabhupad says, do not accept instructions that are good for society. Demons do not follow the experience of the great sages. Therefore they are miserable. A follower of Srila Prabhupad, therefore, must accept these instructions. Prabhupad leaves us no choice. He says that those who do not, they are demons.

Srimad Bhagavatam Lecture  Sept. 13, 1969

...  In India still, the system is follow(ed) in conservative families that a widow cannot marry. There is no widow marriage in India. They, the... Manu-samhita, the law-givers, the saintly  persons, Manu-samhita... Why widow marriage is prohibited? The idea is generally, everywhere, in all countries, the female population is greater than the male population. So the idea is that she has become widow. She was once married. Now if again she  is married, another virgin girl, she does not get the chance of  being married. Therefore there is no widow marriage according to  Hindu scripture. And a man is allowed, if he is, I mean to say  able man, he can marry more than one wife. Not that simply marry.  To get more than one wife does not mean sense enjoyment. The wife  must be maintained very respectfully. She must have good house, good ornaments, good food, good servants,   

A woman cannot remarry, but a man may take more than one wife. These are the laws and duties prescribed by Krishna. Here Srila Prabhupad states that if a woman who has already been married marries again, she is taking the away the chance for a virgin girl to get a husband.  The other way to see this, which is supported by the laws of dharma, is that a man should only marry a girl who is virgin. He should not consider fit for marriage any woman who has been previously married.

One point here that has to be mentioned is that Srila Prabhupad has made exception only in the case where the divorced woman comes to Krishna Consciousness. When one becomes a devotee and is initiated in the chanting that becomes a new life. Therefore, Prabhupad gave some concession. Even the girl may have been married, or had association with other men, once she became a devotee that was considered her past life. Now she was to be trained in chastity and could be married by a devotee man who would accept her.  In any other circumstance, however, this is not to be accepted. 

There is one point that I would like to offer in this connection.  It is important that the husband and wife be of equal character and quality. I would like to say that there are some men who will only be happy with not only a chaste girl for a wife, but they also want that she be a virgin. Many girls would also prefer to marry a man who was somewhat restrained. Sometimes, after marrying the man finds out that the girl may have had many relationships with other men and this can adversely affect their relationship. He may feel dissatisfied (or as a popular expression, he feels cheated having received damaged goods). When some problems arise he may see this as an excuse to get out of the relationship. What my point is, is that if it is of a great concern to either one or both of the parties, this should be presented before any final arrangement is made. It can and would save a lot of misery in the future.

Manu Samhita states that a man can reject a wife who is not virgin if the father who gave her did not inform him prior to the arrangement. (Or if she has some long-term illness, or other physical or mental defect which was not revealed prior to final arrangement). 

It is advised that a brahmana not accept a wife who is not pure or who is defective (at least as his first wife).  However, if the father has informed the man that the girl is no longer virgin (or has some other defect) and the man agrees to marry her, than he can no longer reject her on that account. 

The point is that according to Manu these things should be disclosed prior to making any final arrangements.

Srimad Bhagavatam 7:11: 28,  Purport

...Although the duties of a woman are different from those of a man, a chaste woman is not meant to serve a fallen husband. If her husband is fallen, it is recommended that she give up his association. Giving up the association of her husband does not mean, however, that a woman should marry again and thus indulge in prostitution. If a chaste woman unfortunately marries a husband who is fallen, she should live separately from him. Similarly, a husband can separate himself from a woman who is not chaste according to the description of the sastra. The conclusion is that a husband should be a pure Vaisnava and that a woman should be a chaste wife with all the symptoms described in this regard. Then both of them will be happy and make spiritual progress in Krsna consciousness.

Here Srila Prabhupad says that for a woman to marry again is to indulge in prostitution. That is the verdict of shastra. It isn't pleasant for any devotee whose family is in such a situation to hear this, but it is what Srila Prabhupad said. It is the Vedic law. Although it is not palatable, it must be taught and preached often enough so that our future generations will know that it is seriously prohibited in Vedic society.

If we hide these important aspects of our philosophy, how will this help ourselves or the future generations? In the long run it is to their benefit to know and learn this, even if they are a product of such a home. We cannot preach only that which we like to hear, that which supports our life-style and ignore and reject that part of scripture which condemns the sinful acts that we are committing (as a society). If we do this, then we will be jeopardizing Srila Prabhupad’s mission.

So many ISKCON marriages today are remarriages. One man leaves his first wife and remarries the wife of another devotee. No one wants to preach that this is wrong. No one wants to hear that by living with another man’s wife he has caused this woman to become a prostitute. No one wants to hear that his mother or step-mother is living like a prostitute. No man wants others to think of his current wife as a prostitute.

Believe me, I don’t make friends by writing and preaching these things. My goal is not to become the most popular man in IKSOCN, my only goal is to assist Srila Prabhupad in his preaching mission. He said these things. This is what he taught. It is what is taught in the Vedas. I happen to full-heartedly accept these things. It is my duty as a disciple to repeat these teachings. I understand and see the need for it, therefor I cannot turn my back on preaching the truth just because it may cost me temporary friendship. Believe me, my wife and I feel, at times, alienated, and sometimes I have been bluntly asked to stop preaching like this. I am not saying any of this to be offensive. I do not want to offend anyone, but, regardless, the truth has to be presented. Let the cow-dung chips fall where they will. 

No one wants to think their mother is impure, a prostitute, but if she has remarried, that is the truth. Some have told me that I will be adversely affecting the children of mother’s who have remarried by preaching this. No, they have already adversely affected their children by their own misdeeds of remarriage, so don’t blame it on me for preaching.  These kids read Prabhupad’s books, so I am not the first or last person they will hear this from.

Besides, the word prostitute does not mean a professional prostitute who earns her livelihood from selling her body out to any and all men. The word prostitute, as Srila Prabhupad uses it, means any woman who is engaged in illicit sexual behavior. A woman who marries and then lives with another man is engaging in illicit sex according to Vedic injunction because there is no such thing as divorce. Therefore she is called unchaste, or prostitute. This does not mean that she sells her body for sex to any and all men. That is called a professional prostitute. A little difference, but no matter how you look at it, it isn’t good or nice.

There is no such thing as divorce, so if the woman remarries, then she is living a life of illicit sex, sleeping and living with a man other than her religious husband. The irreligious thing is that she has broken her sacred vows to be life-long faithful to her religious husband.

On July 7, 1976, in Baltimore (although Hari Sauri Prabhu says is a mistake, that it was actually recorded on July 6, in Wash. DC.) Srila Prabhupad was speaking with devotees and he asked when divorce was introduced. Pradyumna said it was introduced by Henry the Eighth, the King of England. The Catholic Church didn’t allow divorce or for a man to take more than one wife. The king very quickly got dissatisfied with his wives and since he couldn’t divorce or take another wife he did what any completely degraded morally corrupt demon would do, he had their heads cut off. This way (‘till death do we part’) he could ‘legally’ marry another wife. 

After the second time the Catholic Church ex-communicated him. 

King Henry the Eighth, however, retaliated by starting his own Church, the Church of England. The sole purpose of this new church was to allow for a ‘religiously authorized’ divorce. But, that is an incompatible dichotomy. There is no such thing. Divorce is irreligious. True religious scripture does not authorize divorce. There is no such thing as religiously authorized divorce. 

Divorce was conceived by a man of complete immoral and degraded character. A murder of women, his own wives. A drunkard. This is how divorce was introduced into our modern society. (Srila Prabhupad pointed out that Vedic law allows the man to take more than one wife. Rather than murdering his first wives and starting his own religion just to allow for irreligious divorce, he should have taken more than one wife. Vedic culture and varnasram-dharma can accommodate any type of man and situation if applied properly).

According to Vedic law marriage vows are sacred and are life-long. You have taken a vow, a sacred promise, before fire, Krishna and guru. Such vows cannot be broken. 

MS (Manu Samhita) 9.46 states that neither by any amount of money or by legal or social repudiation (divorce) can a woman be released from her vow of being the wife of her husband. This is the law of dharma. (There is no such thing as divorce according to the laws of dharma).

There is no Vedic divorce law. By Vedic Law there is no way for a woman to nullify a consummated marriage. Therefore when a woman gets a so-called modern divorce it is not a recognized in the eyes of the Vedas. These are the laws that Krishna Himself taught. In Krishna’s eyes there is no divorce. These are the laws that the demigods must follow in execution of their duties of managing the universe. These are the laws that Yama raj is obliged to judge us on. 

When a woman so-called remarries it is not a legal Vedic arrangement, it is an illicit, irreligious, situation. She is making arrangements for herself to sleep and live with another man while still she is bound in a life-long Vedic vow of marriage to another man. This activity is the same as prostitution. It is due to the lack of society to protect the women and is the cause of the degradation of society.

Srimad Bhagavatam Lect.  72-09-22

...Therefore Canakya Pandita says, “The father who dies a debtor, he is an enemy.” Rna-karta pita satruh. Rina means debts. Karta means one who has committed so many debts and dies. A father... Instead of enjoying father’s property, he has to pay the father’s debts. So therefore that father is called enemy. Rna-karta pita satruh mata satruh dvi-carini. “And mother, if she marries for the second time, she is enemy.” Rna-karta pita satruh mata satruh dvi-carini, rupavati bharya satruh. “And very beautiful wife, she is enemy.” And putra satrur apanditah. “And if the son is a fool, rascal, he is enemy.” Four kinds of enemy in the family. 

Srimad Bhag. 3:23:52 Purport

     It is said that the father himself becomes the son in another form. The father and son are therefore considered to be non-different. A widow who has her son is actually not a widow, because she has the representative of her husband. 

The mother who remarries becomes the enemy of her children. Again Srila Prabhupad uses strong language in dealing with this topic. We can clearly understand this in many ways. There is sufficient University research which shows that in general the children of divorced and remarried parents psychologically suffer very much. Such children often have more difficulty relating with peers, more trouble in school (grades and behavior problems), and many other related social problems. Therefore, a mother who divorces and remarries becomes her children’s enemy. 

The problem is that so many of the marriages in our movement are remarriages, 2 or 3 times. Practically speaking over half the population of devotees don’t want to hear these things because their own marriages or families are like this. But, as Prabhupad said, we cannot compromise when speaking of Vedic knowledge. The truth is the truth, whether it is palatable to hear or not. 

My point is that everyone must consider these things prior to marriage and try to avoid such horrible and unpleasant and degrading situations. What ever husband or wife Krishna gives you, simply accept it. That is all.

Manu Samhita on divorce and remarraige (and other instructions on mariage):

I have quoted several times from the Manu Samhita. And, following this explanation I will list a number of further quotes. Many devotees may question why or if this is bona-fied. Srila Prabhupad did not translate it, so is it bonafied to quote from it? That is a good question, especially considering the intensity of some of the quotes in the Manu Samhita.

Currently the majority of ISKCON devotees are not living according to the Vedic laws which regulate society. These laws are called the laws of dharma, or varnasram-dharma. These laws are written in a number of books, such as Niti-shastra, dharma-shastra, manu-samhita, etc. Srila Prabhupad most often quoted from and spoke of the Manu-Samhita:

In the Purport to Srimad Bhagavatam 7.8.48 Srila Prabhupäd explains nicely the importance of applying the injunctions of Manu. Purport to SB 7.8.48

In many places in Bhagavad-gétä, the Supreme Lord, Kåñëa, refers to the varëäçrama-dharma of four varëas and four äçramas. He teaches people about this varëäçrama-dharma so that all of human society can live peacefully by observing the principles for the four social divisions and four spiritual divisions (varëa and äçrama) and thus make advancement in spiritual knowledge. The Manus compiled the Manu-saàhitä. The word saàhitä means Vedic knowledge, and manu indicates that this knowledge is given by Manu. The Manus are sometimes incarnations of the Supreme Lord and sometimes empowered living entities. Formerly, many long years ago, Lord Kåñëa instructed the sun-god. The Manus are generally sons of the sun-god. Therefore, while speaking to Arjuna about the importance of Bhagavad-gétä, Kåñëa said, imaà vivasvate yogaà proktavän aham avyayam vivasvän manave präha: “This instruction was given to Vivasvän, the sun-god, who in turn instructed his son Manu.” Manu gave the law known as Manu-saàhitä, which is full of directions based on varëa and äçrama concerning how to live as a human being. These are very scientific ways of life, but under the rule of demons like Hiraëyakaçipu, human society breaks all these systems of law and order and gradually becomes lower and lower. Thus there is no peace in the world. The conclusion is that if we want real peace and order in the human society, we must follow the principles laid down by the Manu-saàhitä and confirmed by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Kåñëa.

Srila Prabhupad very specifically instructs that if we want real peace and order in society, we must follow the principles laid out in the Manu Samhita. The principles of varnasram-dharma.

Srimad Bhagavatam 4:18:3

 "To benefit all human society, not only in this life but in the next, the great seers and sages have prescribed various methods conducive to the prosperity of the people in general."

Excerpted form Purport...    

Vedic injunctions are known as çruti, and the additional supplementary presentations of these principles, as given by the great sages, are known as småti. They follow the principles of Vedic instruction. Human society should take advantage of the instructions from both çruti and småti. If one wants to advance in spiritual life, he must take these instructions and follow the principles. In Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, Srila Rupa Gosvami says that if one poses himself as advanced in spiritual life but does not refer to the srutis and smrtis he is simply a disturbance in society. One should follow the principles laid down in srutis and smrtis not only in one's spiritual life but in material life as well. As far as human society is concerned, it should follow the Manu-smrti as well, for these laws are given by Manu, the father of mankind.

     In the Manu-smrti it is stated that a woman should not be given independence, but should be given protection by her father, husband and elderly sons. In all circumstances a woman should remain dependent upon some guardian. Presently women are given full independence like men, but actually we can see that such independent women are no happier than those women who are placed under guardians. If people follow the injunctions given by the great sages, srutis and smrtis, they can actually be happy in both this life and the next. Unfortunately rascals are manufacturing so many ways and means to be happy. Everyone is inventing so many methods. Consequently human society has lost the standard ways of life, both materially and spiritually, and as a result people are bewildered, and there is no peace or happiness in the world.


We are to apply the principles laid down in the srutis and smrtis not only in spiritual life, but material life as well. Just see, Srila Prabhupad says the same thing that the sages 1,000’s of years ago said, and millions of years before then. Over 120 million years ago Krishna instructed the Sun-God Vivisvan in this science. And he in turn instructed his son Vaivasvata Manu. Manu wrote the social laws down in the form of the Manu Samhita. It is a very old and ancient science, yet it is completely practical in all places and at all times. It is coming directly from Lord Krishna Himself.

Srila Prabhupad is instructing that it is to be followed by all of human society, including right now at the present time. Several times Srila Prabhupad has referred to the laws of Manu, varnasram-dharma and sanatan-dharma as being one and the same. The laws of Manu are sanatan-dharma. Our eternal duties in life. Of course, normally devotees speak of sanatan-dharma to mean our single most important eternal occupation, which is transcendental loving service to Krishna. However, it also is used in a more mundane sense to mean the non-changing eternal duties of society. The goals of the laws of varnasram are to guide and engage society in the service of the Supreme Lord. 

The Manu Samhita is very heavy on the topic of marriage and chastity and submissiveness of the wife, and is explicit about divorce as well. 

Manu Samhita 9.64 states that no one can authorize a widow to sleep with another man (to obtain offspring in the event her husband dies). Nor can anyone authorize the remarriage of a widow. Manu says that a brahman, who in his folly, authorizes such is in violation of sanätan-dharma.

Srila Prabhupad never sanctioned women to divorce and remarry.  It is not sanctioned by Varnashram or Sanatan-Dharma.  Any temple authority who would sanction a mataji to divorce and remarry is in violation of the laws of sanatan-dharma, and in violation of the laws of Manu.

MS 9.65 says that in all sacred Vedic texts that refer to marriage, no where is found that a widow can remarry. 

MS 9.30 it is stated that if a woman becomes disloyal to her one and only husband, all other men must shun her. In her next life she must take birth in the womb of a dog (jackal), tormented with diseases as punishment for her disloyalty. 

(This verse is, shall we say, heavy!).

MS 9.41 states that men of good quality must never lay down with another man’s wife.

In Manu Samhita there are many laws which are aimed at encouraging women to remain chaste and submissive and to not leave their husbands. 

MS 9.78 A woman who shows disrespect to her husband should be deprived of her ornaments and furniture and deserted by the husband for 3 months. 

(Whew, heavy. A wife who shows disrespect to her husband, her master, prabhu, should be deprived of her ornaments and deserted by her husband for 3 months. That is really heavy.  Srila Prabhupad has stated, “if we want real peace and order in the human society, we must follow the principles laid down by the Manu-saàhitä”. Imagine if all men started implementing this one.)

However MS 9.79 says that if the man is mad, an outcast, destitute of manly strength or under punishment of a crime, these are exceptions.

MS 9.80 states that a wife who drinks alcohol, or is non submissive and is rebellious toward her husband, or a wife who is wasteful, the husband may at any time take another wife and make the new wife prominent. 

What is significant here is that all through the Manu Samhita it is openly accepted that a man can take any number of wives at any time. And it is up to him, although he should seek out and have his guru’s permission. But, one need not seek out the permission of the wife. The wife is supposed to be submissive to her husband, even if he takes additional wives.

What is of importance though, is that normally the first wife is the most prominent wife.  When we think of Vasudev, we think of Devaki, although he had about 18 wives total. When we think of Arjun, we think of Drupaudi, although he also married 3-4 wives (including Lady Srimati Subhadra, Krishna’s own sister).  When we think of Krishna in Dwaraka we first think of Rukmini, his first wife, although he took another 16,107 wives. The first wife is generally the prominent wife. 

However, here Manu says that if the wife becomes non submissive or rebellious toward her husband (or she is wasteful, or she drinks), then the husband can not only take another wife (he can do that anytime), but he can make the new wife his prominent wife. That means that he can take the prominence away from the first wife and make his second wife prominent.  That is extremely heavy. Imagine the fire such things would produce in today’s totally untrained women.  

Why are such injunctions there in Shastra?  Do they have any benefit to society?  YES or Manu and Krishna would not have included them. 

I will explain more at the end of Manu Samhita quotes.

MS 9.81. The wife can be superseded in her 8th year if she is barren. In the 10th year if all the wife’s children die. In the 11th year if she has given birth to only girls. But for a wife who is quarrelsome, without delay the husband can take another wife to supersede her. 

Again, the same idea.  If she has had no children for 8 years a man can take another wife and make the next wife his prominent wife. If all children die, then he can do so after 10 years of marriage.  If she has only had girls, then he can make another wife prominent after 11 years,

But, if she is quarrelsome with her husband, if she fights and argues with him, then he can make another wife prominent without any delay. Not 8 years, 10 or 11 years, but immediately he can make another wife prominent. 

Again, I will explain more after the quotes why these injunctions are there and why they are for the benefit of all society. 

(Note: This does not mean that he leaves his first wife. It does not mean that the first wife is rejected. She remains as wife, but the husband had the option to make someone else the prominent wife.)

MS 9.82 states that if the wife is sickly, yet is submissive and always kind to her husband, she can only be superseded with her own consent. But she must never be disgraced. 

MS 9.83 states that a woman who is superseded in accordance with the above laws of dharma, if she becomes angry and leaves her husband’s house, she must be either locked up by the family or totally rejected as a wife in presence of family members. 

Whoa. This is an interesting end to this series of instructions from Manu. 

If the first wife has been superseeded, if another wife has been taken and made the prominent wife, if the first wife gets more angry and leaves the house, then her own family is instructed here to lock her up (until she again becomes submissive to her husband) or the husband can totally reject her as his wife.  Whoa. Extremely heavy.

So, why all these heavy injunctions. Imagine devotees following this injunctions today?  

What is Manu’s and Krishna’s point here?  That becomes more clear by seeing these instructions in light of a verse, instruction, Manu gives just prior to these instructions:

MS 9.22. “The whole world is kept in order by punishment, for a guiltless man is hard to find; through fear of punishment the whole world yields the enjoyments which is due”. 

Through fear of punishment the word yields the happiness we are due in this life. 

This is how Manu instructs throughout the Samhita. Very heavy rules are given for the purpose of striking fear into the hearts of those who may otherwise think of doing wrong. In other words, a wife is to remain submissive to her husband, she is not to get angry at him. 

That is nice, and we can discuss the philosophic reasons why. We can try to explain all the good reasons to do so, and all the bad things that could happen by not doing so. 

But, nothing shapes people up faster, nothing works better on controlling the people, then the fear of punishment. 

Manu says all of society is controlled by fear of punishment. And, that through the fear of punishment the world yields the happiness that we are due. 

That is the whole point for the heavy injunctions in the scripture. They are meant to induce fear for the benefit of keeping society on track.

Women are to remain submissive to their husbands. Doing so will create a peaceful and happy home. All right, some matajis will listen and follow. But, many will not have enough impetus to.  Now, lets add a little fear. If you get angry at your husband he can take a second wife and make her prominent.  And give it bite by authorizing this as a law within the law books for mankind.

Well, in Vedic culture this injunction would be fully supported by society, but the neighbors, by the temple priests, but the government rulers, by the girl’s own parents and family, by all of society. Now, there is fear of punishment if she does not remain sweet and submissive. 

What if she does remain sweet and submissive. Then it is to her benefit. Then she will reap the happiness in this world she is due. Then her marriage will be peaceful and happy.  Thus, it is for her benefit and society’s benefit that she follow this. These injunctions were not written by chauvinistic materialists who simply wanted to have power over women for the sake of exploiting them for their own enjoyment. It is a complete science. Understanding and applying that science will save us and save the world.

Today, women do not have this fear of punishment. Women today have no fear of any reprisal if they loose their temper and get angry with their husband. They have no fear to become disrespectful and non submissive toward their husband. The result is so many miserable and failed marriages, so many miserable women. So much social disruption. These injunctions are for everyone’s ultimate benefit, not otherwise.

In Manu Samhita there are many injunctions given in the regulation of marriage. Vedic culture is very strict in this regards, and for good practical reason. It is not like the strict and restrictive laws of mundane dictators or egotistic kings. The non-devotees suppress society in order to gratify their desires to lord-it-over material nature. 

Although the laws in Manu Samhita are strict as well, they are so for a completely different purpose. They have been given to us from the great and learned sages who received them directly from the Supreme Lord Himself. These laws have one main purpose, to lead and engage human society in the loving service of Sri Krishna. As a result, those who follow this system will achieve the greatest material peace and happiness possible in this material world and will have full opportunity to gain entrance into the eternal abodes of Vaikuntha and engage in Krishna’s service eternally. If we follow the injunctions of the great sages we will be happy in this life and the next. 

In his Purport to Bhagavad Gita 16.7 Srila Prabhupad states:

Actually, a woman should be given protection at every stage of life. She should be given protection by the father in her younger days, by the husband in her youth, and by the grownup sons in her old age. This is proper social behavior according to the Manu Saàhitä. But modern education has artificially devised a puffed-up concept of manly life, and therefore marriage is practically now an imagination in human society. Nor is the moral condition of woman very good now. The demons, therefore, do not accept any instruction which is good for society, and because they do not follow the experience of great sages and the rules and regulations laid down by the sages, the social condition of the demoniac people is very miserable.

Women must remain chaste and submissive to their husband. These laws are given under the direct guidance of Lord Krishna just for this purpose. When women are of good chaste and submissive character then, and only then will all of human society become peaceful.

Due To Lack Of Vedic Society, 
Expect Some Trouble & How To Deal With It

One of the biggest problems even a marriage of a good and chaste wife and a sincere husband runs into in most ISKCON marriages is the fact that we are lacking the extended families.

This can affect us in so many ways. Even before there are children so many hardships that come due to a lack of extended family.  Especially with devotees in America, at least here I know.

There often is no where to turn for help, advice, physical and moral support that normally family members offer. Even a simple thing like getting sick. In a larger family, when a family member gets sick other extended family pitch-in and help. Or if the husband starts a business, he can get help from extended family members to help him out. Yes, there are devotee friends, but I came from a fairly close family by American standards, and devotee friendships have not proven quite the same. And, one main reason, no one seems to have any extra time to help anyone else. That is more a result of the industrialized world where it has become even a harder struggle to maintain a family.

When the children come to a marriage, than the extended family is really needed.  My wife grew up in such a family. So many cousins, uncles, aunts, grandmothers, etc. When our first baby came and we got busy a few weeks later, when the baby would cry and my wife would be cooking and I would be busy working (I worked at home), the big question was, “Who is going to pick up and carry the baby?”  We talked and she recalled when she was young with the large extended family that when a baby came the question was always, “When can I carry the baby?”  

She said they had no or very few toys. But, small children were always busy. There was always someone there to play with them. A cousin or some relative would be there to keep the kids busy and happy.  And all of that kept the parents, both mother and father, sane and happy.  

In Vedic culture children are seen as boons and assets. In today’s world children are seen as liabilities, burdens.

In Vedic culture the son does not (immediately) leave his father’s house. When he marries the girl comes and stays with the boy and they live in his family’s home. This has a lot of benefits. First, to start out in married life the young husband isn’t required to have to have his own place, his own car, his own everything. Prabhupad informed us that he was a student in school when he got married. The man’s wife is welcomed into the husband’s family. In Bengal, Prabhupad said, there is a custom that when the boy is leaving to get married the mother asks him where he is going. He answers he is going out and will return with one maid-servant for his mother. The daughter-in-law becomes like the maid-servant to her mother-in-law.

Because they all live in the boy’s father’s house, the new bride doesn’t have to do a full load of housework right away. She only has to assist her mother-in-law (and her sister-in-laws and other wives of her husband’s brothers) in cooking and cleaning. Actually, to live with the husband’s parents makes getting used to married life very easy. What a difference from today where the wife has to do all the cooking, all the cleaning, all the laundry, and spend full time with the babies without any help.

And the young man who stays in his father’s house when he marries, he doesn’t have to worry about housing expenses right away. In fact, the only immediate burden on the entire family is there is one more mouth to feed.                                And even that is not the immediate concern of the husband alone. He and his new bride live in his father’s home, usually he simply has his own one room, his bedroom, where his new wife will stay. He can continue with school then slowly enter the work force and get situated, all while starting his family, all under his father’s roof. After some time, after the man has gotten settled in his work and is making sufficient income, if he is not the oldest son, he may leave and get his own home. Normally the eldest son remains and inherits his father’s home. It also becomes his duty to take care of his father and mother (especially mother) in their old age.  

When there are problems in adjusting to married life the couple are not on their own. Day and night there is the rest of the family to help and give support. 

What a difference to todays’s world. Today the man is totally on his own as far as maintaining the wife and family. He needs to earn enough for his own separate house, a car, insurance, appliances, TV’s, computers, etc., etc. What an added burden.  Today, both husband and wife have to work outside just to barely get by. Because woman have had to enter the work force, they are demanding equal everything. But, who will now cook, clean and care for the children? 

Therefore, devotees should live more simple and the family agree to get by on just the income of the man working. The wife should not have to work outside.  

But, when the children come, that is when the extended family and living in father’s house really makes a difference. First of all, the wife is pregnant for 10 months*, without any extended family the husband, who maybe overburdened with his worries of how to maintain the growing family and added medical costs may be short on time and patients to also deal with a wife who is going to be requiring more and more help and attention. Thus there is potential for misunderstanding and problems. The wife may feel the husband is insensitive to her needs, that he has no real affection for her and is not willing to help her. The man may also feel over-burdened and doesn’t welcome the additional work and the additional emotional demands the wife is making.

Once the child comes it doesn’t change any. The wife really needs to be cared for. She shouldn’t have to do laundry, cleaning or cooking for months before and after the baby comes. 

If they lived with an extended family all of these things would be taken care of. The girl will be taken care of nicely when she is pregnant and breast feeding. It is not the burden of the husband alone. Plus, the wife will have direct support and help from all the family members who live in the house, day and night.

That is nice to compare Vedic life with today’s world, but what are the solutions for us today in America? There isn’t any easy solution. I am explaining here so that we can be aware of potential trouble spots in marriage, and why and how they may differ from a Vedic marriage. Any arrangements that can be made to help would be welcome. A good understanding of these things between the wife and husband is needed. 

When husband and wife are not aware of these shortcomings and the hardships come neither person really knows why or what is going on. Each will feel they are doing all they can, so the hardships must be caused by the other spouse not carrying their side of the load, which is not necessarily true. This can lead to unnecessary fighting and hurt feelings. While a good understanding may not relieve the hardship itself, it can still save a marriage that could be torn apart by the misunderstandings that could arise from falsely accusing the other partner for not doing their share in the marriage.

One last point in this section is the time it takes to smooth out the rough edges. For a girl and boy marry who have lived as brahmacarini and brahmacari for a number of years there can be some rough edges in their personalities. Brahmacaris, in order to control their senses, often have a staunch, almost cold, response to women in general. The girl will be expecting warm and compassionate affection from her husband immediately. Give it time. His compassion and affection will come naturally as the result of a wife who is always sweet and submissive and serves him with affection. The best way to guarantee that he will not become affectionate is to argue and fight. 

But, for a while the relationship, especially from his side, may seem too cold. The worse thing would be for the wife to feel that she must urgently change her husband and get mad at him or argue with him over this. This is not how to invoke compassion and affection from a man. When the wife is always pleasant, sweet and submissively serves him will the husband develop compassion and affection.

Conclusion:  Training

The conclusion is simple, the application may not be. The entire message of this whole book, all based on the many quotes by Srila Prabhupad, is to stress why and how a wife must submissively serve her husband and allow him to assume the superior position in marriage. The conclusion is to apply these teachings of Srila Prabhupad. It is essential in order to make a peaceful family and a peaceful society. 

Srila Prabhupad said that this is achieved through training. Culture requires training. If no one else is teaching you these things, then you must teach yourself. Self-discipline. Study what Srila Prabhupad taught on the matter, study it again. Understand it. Then work to apply it. 

Morning Walk Conversation  July 10, 1975 

Now our policy should be that at Dallas we shall create first-class men, and we shall teach the girls two things. One thing is how to become chaste and faithful to their husband and how to cook nicely. If these two qualifications they have, I will take guarantee to get for them good husband. I’ll personally... Yes. These two qualifications required. She must learn how to prepare first-class foodstuff, and she must learn how to become chaste and faithful to the husband. Only these two qualification required. Then her life is successful. So try to do that.  Ordinary education is sufficient, ABCD. This is all nonsense, so big, big, sound education and later on become a prostitute. What is this education? To make them prostitute, it doesn’t require education.

Here Srila Prabhupad explains what he wants us to do in regards to our daughters (the brahmacarinis can take lesson as well). The girls are to learn 2 things. How to cook first-class and how to submissively serve their husbands. He says if the girls can learn these 2 things then he will make a personal guarantee to get a good husband for the girls. Srila Prabhupad will give his personal guarantee. What more can a girl who desires a good Krishna Conscious husband ask for than this? 

If we train our daughters up in just these two things, Krishna’s pure devotee will then personally guarantee to find her a good husband. We want to find a first-class husband for our daughter, or the brahmacarini wants to find for herself, here is how to get Srila Prabhupad’s personal guarantee to get a good husband. 

It is simple. It starts with the girl becoming qualified to be a first-class wife, then Krishna and Srila Prabhupad he will send someone equally qualified. If you are not so qualified, why should Prabhupad or Krishna send you a more qualified husband? 

The girls must understand that the prescribed duty for the wife is to become submissive and faithful to her husband. These are the instruction of Krishna and Srila Prabhupad repeated and said in so many ways time after time. It is the wife’s social duty and it is her duty and service to Krishna. As with all other duties, we must not be attached to the results. If the marriage is materially successful, that is nice. Regardless, if the woman and man perform their duties as their service to Krishna, then spiritually they will succeed. We must not be attached to the material results.

Do you want a peaceful and happy married life? Do you want submissive and wonderfully happy Krishna Conscious children? Mother is said to be the first guru in life. She is the first teacher. To become a perfect teacher one first must become a perfect follower. The best way to teach is by example. When the wife is submissive to her husband and approaches him with folded hands in a submissive mood, she teaches the children by her example how to properly respect their authorities (their parents).   

My wife is from Hindu family, and some of this is easier for her to understand. However, she was born in South Africa and received a Western style education. She understands these things are right, but she still has problems in applying it.  I cannot say she is an ideal wife, but, she has made progress in the last several years. 

This book, as I said at the beginning it would, has presented strictly the Vedic standards of ideal character and behavior for the wife. Accepting and worshipping the husband as instructor guru, being always submissive and taking the subordinate position. Always speaking with sweet kind words.  These are tall orders for the modern Western raised ‘liberated’ woman. As many women have remarked, to them this is like a return to the dark ages. Interesting to note, however, is that if we go back 80 to 100 years, even 50 years, we find the divorce rates in America were very small. While at the same time women were still somewhat subordinate to the husband, and the majority of women were mother’s and housewives. The more ‘liberated’ the women have become, the more independent and un-submissive they have become, the higher and higher has the divorce rate climbed. At the same time happiness in family has declined, more and more children are suffering the results of broken family and homes. What good to society is ‘women’s liberation’?  The goal, it is thought, is to make life better for women. The goal is to make like happier and more peaceful. People will wake up. You judge something by the results it produces. Take a look at the facts, look at the results. Women’s so-called liberation and equal treatment - equal rights it has produced just the opposite effect. If you want a peaceful and successful married life, please, take Srila Prabhupad’s instructions to heart. 

Training for the daughter: Parent’s are to teach the daughter at home. Of course, the first thing is the parent’s need to understand and agree to these principles. Then, the best training is by example. The mother of the daughter should herself practice this (as far as respecting the husband properly). This can start with offering obeisances, touching his feet, approaching him with folded hands. Never arguing. Always speaking sweetly to him, no matter what. Serving him in a surrendered and submissive mood. This is the best training any mother can give her daughter. This sort of training will very, very much please Srila Prabhupad.

If the mother cannot bring herself to that position due to her own weakness, then the next best thing is for her to at least philosophically accept or even theoretically accept that Srila Prabhupad’s teachings, his instructions on this matter are correct. From this platform she has to be straight forward and fully honest with her daughter and explain to her what is the ideal standard and why her daughter needs to understand this, and explain why she, the mother, has problems doing it. She can explain that she was not trained like this herself in youth, therefore it is hard for her to apply it.  

Actually, on a several points my wife fits this description. However, I am the one who does the explaining to our daughters and she supports what I teach them.  My oldest daughter is now 4 ½ (as of March of 1997) and she understands that when her mother is not acting ‘properly’. 

In fact, just the other week we had another fight. My older daughter came up and said, “Pitaji, come, I want to tell you something in the other room”.  I went and she told me, “Pitaji, I am never going to yell at my husband. Mataji doesn’t know. It is very bad. I am never going to yell at my husband for any reason.”  I gave her a big hug and told her that Krishna was very pleased with her, she is learning very nicely. And I went back and told my wife that she had to be very proud of her daughter. Our training is working. That actually ended the fight. Our fights occur much less often, they are shorter and the after-effects disappear much quicker. The reason, my wife is slowly trying to apply these things.  She (sort of) knows when she is wrong, but it is still a bit hard for her to apply it all the time.  And, I am not taking advantage. She has been over worked with raising 3 small children with no extended family to help. She gets over worked at times, exhausted. In those states she sometimes looses it, and we fight.   

At what age should the training for the daughter begin?  Srila Prabhupad said cultural training begins at birth. My oldest daughter is now 4 ½ as of March of 97. Before she could talk I have been telling her how someday I will give her to a husband and how she must always speak very nicely to him, serve him, worship his feet, make him happy, clean his house and learn to cook very nicely for him. I have told her that this will please Srila Prabhupad very much. I made it a point to have this talk with her every once in a while. Every month or two, sometimes more often. Now that she is 4 ½ she understands very nicely. None of this is new to her. It is all quite natural, she has heard it all her life. And I will continue training her in this way.  I am setting the foundation for her to have a happy married life. I am qualifying her so that Srila Prabhupad and Krishna will be obligated to help me find her an equally qualified young man who will give her the protection and spiritual guidance she deserves. 

Culture requires training. These things do not come totally on their own. Everything must be painstakingly taught to children. How to pass in the toilet, how to talk, how to walk, how to read and write. Everything has to be taught by repeating the same thing over and over, by reading, by example. The same with culture. Read what Srila Prabhupad has taught. Discuss it with them. Read it again, and again, talk to them about it, explain why. Then show by example. That is the duty of mother and father, to properly guide and train their children.

Training for the Brahmacarini:  The older we are the harder it becomes to learn new things, what to speak of an entirely different culture with all different ideas and ways of looking at things. It isn’t easy, but it can be done. The Mormons do it. New people join their religion all the time, and they are trained in (many) of these ways. (Mormons teach that women are meant to be subordinate to the men). The first thing for the older girls is the same as for the child, it has to be properly understood and accepted first. We have to understand how this will make our future life happy and our marriage successful. It means to caste off all the garbage and rubbish we have learned throughout our previous life as a non-devotee. All the trash about how a woman must be fight for her equal rights. Caste it all off. (As Srila Prabhupad has said, a disciple should present himself to his guru like a freshly erased chalk board so that the guru can now write on it the actual truth. Study what Srila Prabhupad has taught, it is a very precise science.  Study the failures of women’s liberation. The failure rate of marriages today. Understand how this can ruin or seriously hinder and damage the lives of the children of broken homes. Understand the connection and truth in what Srila Prabhupad says, that divorce is due to womanly weakness that manifests by the wife not accepting her husband as her authority, by not taking the submissive position in all dealings with him.  Understand the need to follow the varnashram system of marriage, then train yourself. 

This is only one short life. What does a mataji stand to gain if she were to make an experiment and full heartedly follow this science? The first thing is that she stands to gain Srila Prabhupad’s and Sri Krishna’s direct mercy.  She stands to gain a life-long happy family and marriage that is peaceful, where no fights or arguments destroy that peace. Where the Goddess of Fortune will come to reside with them. She stands to gain wonderful children who will grow up in a warm and peaceful family environment. 

What does she stand to loose for following this science? A few so-called friends who may think she is crazy (but, those so-called friends will be destined to misery and divorce and remarriage. Why go down with them?).  (And she stands to gain friends of like mindedness who will help support her in her way of a better life).  She will loose her fear of loosing her self-esteem, but she will not loose her self-esteem, that will increase. She will feel very good about herself knowing that Krishna and Srila Prabhupad are pleased with her. And knowing that she is teaching her children the best example.  She will feel good when after years of marriage she can look back and remember only a peaceful and happy marriage with no fights and arguments.  

What does a mataji have to gain for not following this. She will most likely be able to look forward to a life with more than one husband, and living with step-children, as one marriage after another ends in the hell of divorce.  But, she will be happily left with the satisfaction that she did not have to stoop to the level of being subordinate to any man. She will have the happiness of knowing that she stood firm in life and demanded that as a woman she be treated equally. She will have the happiness of knowing that she did not have to bow her head down and touch no feet of no husband-guru.  And this happy feeling will be cheered on by the other divorced and remarried matajis whom she keeps friends with (what to speak of all the step-children she has been able to share her joyful life with.  You know, husband number 2, well he brought 2 children from his first wife into the marriage from his 3rd wife, but he also fathered 2 children from his first wife, and another child from his second wife, and you got to meet them all as their step-step-mother. Then, you had to say goodbye when that marriage also ended. Your 3rd husband he brought 5 children into the house, 2 from his first wife, another 2 from his second wife and another from his 5th wife (his 3rd and 4th wife kept their children).  You think that such things don’t happen? They do, they are, inside and outside of ISKCON. According to Srila Prabhupad, the cause of all this animal business is the fact that the wives do no not take to the submissive position.

She will have everything to loose for not following. 

How to train? There is not father to instruct you, so you must read and study what Prabhupad has instructed. And practice, if only in your heart and mind. Practice how you will always approach your husband with kind words and folded hands. Practice how to be tolerant of a man’s irritable nature at times. Etc. It may sound odd, but some of the devotional Indian movies, like Ramayan or Mahabharat, etc,, show practically how a wife should greet her husband and master (prabhu) with folded hands and proper mood of submission. I suggest these things because we do not have the experience in the West. Our mother’s, relatives, no one lives like this. Many Westerners haven’t got any experience of it at all. They’ve never seen a wife who is so surrendered. Even in ISKCON there are very few ideal examples. Therefore Indian movies can provide some examples we can’t see other wise. One movie is the 2 part black and white movies about Lord Chaitanya made in the late 1950’s. If it is possible to view these videos watch and discuss with someone who is favorable to these ideas what the proper mood of respect for husband is and how to learn it. I got the idea for having my wife touch my feet, so that my children would learn it, from watching the Gandhi movie that was made back in the early 1980’s. In one scene it showed Gandhi’s wife touching his feet, then his children touching and I realized this was a needed cultural training that I wanted to give to my children. Of course, it is a custom my wife was more familiar with. Later I spoke with some Indians, and in India I observed it while I was there. It is very good training to learn respect for authority. Which starts with respect for mother and father. Wife teaches by respecting her husband-guru. 

Unfortunately, most people in the West will want to discourage you. So, for now, it may be something you’ll have to study and practice on your own. 

My wife’s mother is very good example of a submissive wife. We brought her for a visit in 1994 to help my wife with her last pregnancy. She stayed for 3 months. I had been looking to take a second wife and although Ragalekha had tried to surrender to the idea at times, she got angry with me about it when her mother came. (Srila Prabhupad has not only allowed it under the proper circumstances he has at times encourages it. But, under unfavorable circumstances he has strictly prohibited it. I have also written a book on that subject as well). So the issue was brought up and my wife got extremely upset, the angriest and most uncontrollable she has ever been. She was thinking that with her mother here the issue could be settle once and for all. She was thinking that by blowing up and making a huge scene that her mother would take her side and the two of them would finally get me to drop the idea.  

After making her scene, my mother-in-law, who was trained from birth on how to be submissive to her husband,  didn’t say one word to me (practically she smiled at me is all). But, she tore into her daughter. She scolded her and told her she was ashamed of the way she had acted. She told her  she must never raise her voice to her husband, for any reason. She chastised her saying she must never be disrespectful to her husband. She told my wife that I had given her nice children, a nice home, etc., so if I wanted another wife she should keep her mouth shut and let me take. This is exactly the same thing Srila Prabhupad instructed in one of his very last instructions regarding marriage:

June 28th, 1977, Room Conversation in Vrndaban

“Oh, yes. That is husband’s duty. She has dedicated her everything to the husband, and husband must see that she is comfortable. This is husband. She must have children, she must have good house, good eating, good clothing, good ornament. Then she is satisfied. They want these things. A woman does not mind very much, “My husband has got more than one wife.” If she gets all the comforts of her wishes, some children and some comforts, then she is... She does not grudge because woman knows man’s psychology. A man is not satisfied with one woman. So he must be given that. But she must be chaste. She cannot have more than... Then their relation is all right. If the woman allows husband—“He likes. Let him have more than one woman, but I must be chaste”—this... Our civilization is nowhere, Vedic culture.”

My mother-in-law is so well behaved, so nicely trained. And my, she is the one who needed this from her mother. Before it was just me telling her what Srila Prabhupad said, and no one else to reinforce it. The other devotees told her not to let her husband step all over her and take advantage, to stand up for her self, for her ‘rights’. But, her mother told her exactly the same thing Srila Prabhupad taught, because she had been properly trained as a young girl.  

My mother-in-law (her name is Pujari Harinarayan) told us that she never raised her voice, never talked back, never argued or fought with her husband. Only one time, when he was about to risk every penny they had on a new and risky business deal, she said she did argue with him, and she felt very badly about it. But only that one time. Otherwise, never.

She never went to any school. She was trained at home by her mother and father. And she was actually trained, she said, by her father and family. She was taught that a good wife never argues with her husband, for any reason. (We must not just teach ABCs and give no training of how to be good wife). 

She then told us how after she was married her husband was thinking of leaving her for another wife. He had got into some bad association and his friends had introduced him to another girl. They were trying to convince him to leave his wife (my mother in law) for this other girl. He was carrying her picture with him. My mother in law found the girl’s picture. She went to her husband’s sister to find out if she knew who it was. Her husband’s sister told her what was going on. For 2 weeks my mother in law said nothing to her husband. She tried to appear happy and pleasant when he was at home. After 2 weeks the sister told her husband that his wife had known what he was doing. He was astonished. His wife knew he was thinking of leaving her for another woman? Why, for 2 weeks, she had said nothing? Why she wasn’t angry? He admitted to her what he had been up to and asked her these questions. My mother in law said, what could she do? She had been trained that a good wife must never argue or get angry with her husband for any reason. She told him that he was her lord, her master, what ever he wanted to do, she had to let him, even if he wanted to reject her and make her a widow. This is similar to the mood that Lord Caitanya has for Krishna. You can trample me down beneath Your feet or tightly embrace me as Your maid-servant. You are always my worshipful Lord, unconditionally. In this same way, my mother in law was instructing her daughter the same as Srila Prabhupad has taught. A good wife cannot say anything bad to her husband. She should never get angry or be upset with him. No matter what the situation is. 

My father in law immediately realized what a wonderful, fully submissive and surrendered woman he had for a wife. It is a man’s nature (at least a man of somewhat good quality) that if some one comes to him fully surrendered, he automatically feels some compassion. She was fully dependent upon his mercy. He saw that. What could he do? He couldn’t leave such a fully surrendered wife. He felt ashamed that he had even considered it. He immediately rejected his friend’s bad advice and gave up all association with the other girl. He remained faithful to his wife for the rest of his life. 

My mother-in-law’s training to be a fully submissive and surrendered wife saved their marriage. As a result they had 10 children, my wife being one, and she has other brothers and sisters who are full time devotees. So, my mother in law was rightfully upset with her daughter’s very bad behavior. She was upset that her daughter didn’t learn from her the same mood a good wife should have toward her husband. Even over such an issue as the husband seeking a second wife, the properly trained wife must not fight. She is to keep her mouth shut and as Srila Prabhupad says, understand it is a man’s nature, and allow him. If this is to be a wife’s mood toward her husband over such an explosive issue, than what to speak of lessor problems in the home. This is the standard the girls must be trained to. If a wife never fights with the husband even over what would seem to be the most volatile topics, then there will be no fights in the home. Then family life will be peaceful. Then good children will be attracted to that home.

At the very least, we must understand this is the ideal standard to strive for. If we want the happiness it can give, we must diligently apply it to our own lives. 

Advice On Arrangement Of Marriage

I thought it would be good to include a little advice on how to get one’s self married. This section is just my personal advice. Srila Prabhupad instructed that arranged marriages are best, that is the only system that he instructed us to follow. However, he has also said that without the father taking the responsibility to get the daughter married, it is almost impossible for the girl to get a good husband. In absence of father Srila Prabhupad has recommended that the temple presidents or GBC (or guru) or a person they appoint make an arrangement. Each temple has their own system. Personally he did not check astrologically for compatibility, but he has recommended this as being the Vedic system. 

The point about marriage without the father is important. I have had the experience that sometimes other authorities make suggestions for arrangements that do not appear to take the person’s best interest in mind, but seem to be based on other criteria. For example, I have seen a manager try to convince a man who worked under him to marry a certain girl because the manager wanted the girl to become his secretary. The boy and girl were obviously totally mismatched. The arrangement was not at all properly based, it was not made with either the girls’ or boy’s best interest in mind. Fortunately they rejected it. Another time I have seen a boy who seemed qualified for a certain girl, the manager turned down the request because they worked in different departments and the manager didn’t want to loose his secretary. The girl was finally married to a devotee in the same department, unfortunately for them, the marriage ended in divorce a few years latter. 

One mother told me that she asked a gurukula teacher to help find a husband for her daughter. The teacher had one boy who he didn’t know what to do with. He never listened to authority, he was rebellious, he was always talking and joking with the girls whenever he got a chance. He had no interest in studying. The teacher thought this was Krishna’s arrangement, he couldn’t handle the boy any longer and this mother wanted her daughter married. He told her it was “Krishna’s arrangement”. Fortunately the mother completely rejected the idea. Her daughter was trained and engaged in temple service. What a total mismatch. And what a totally wrong message it would send the boys. If you want to get a nice Krishna Conscious girl for a wife, then become a total non-sense, rebel against authority and stop studying. For the girl’s reward for their devotional training, throw them to the most unqualified boys. It was all wrong. Rather, the teacher should have taken his most first-class student (who was not determined to remain brahmacari, and none of those boys were) and asked him to marry the girl. Then the other boys who want a nice wife would have had an impetus to remain serious and get fixed up. 

The point I am making is that the father is the only one who has the real personal interest of his daughter in mind. That is his only concern. Therefore he is best to find the right person. As Srila Prabhupad says, without father, it is almost impossible for the girl to get a qualified husband.  

What is my advice? Srila Prabhupad has said to accept what Krishna has given, and to let the authorities make the decision. He has said that generally the boys and girls, especially the girls, are generally not able to make a proper decision on their own. My advice is to follow this, but to use some personal discretion. If you are convinced that your authority has your best interest in mind, then accept what they are suggesting (although submissive inquiry to help determine that their choice is best for you may be considered wise). In smaller temples there may be fewer choices, unless a GBC is looking far and wide. If one’s initiating or instructing guru is making the arrangement, they should have your best interest at heart, but again, submissive inquiry to try and confirm that, asking why they feel their choice is best, is not a bad idea. That is IMHO (in my humble opinion :-) ). 

Some times people make their own arrangements, or find someone they think they like.  Marriages based on like and dislike of the bodily features and movements and character behavior are not at all good as the principle basis for marriage. It is practically impossible for a young person who is agitated by the strong urging of the senses to make an unbiased decision in these matters. Often, if the person has bodily features that attract one’s mind and senses, the mind will work its best magic to convince you that that person is the most qualified for you. Which may or may not be a fact. It is best to seek help in this from an authority.  

When the choice is made on the basis of material attraction, of like and dislike, it is a very thin foundation for a marriage. As soon as some difficulty arises and one becomes disenchanted with the spouse, there is nothing for the relationship to fall back on. If attraction was the basis and one temporarily becomes un-attracted then the relationship is finished. Or as soon as someone comes who attracts you more, again finished. 

The basis of a Krishna Conscious marriage must be duty. I accept this wife or this husband as my duty. I have taken a vow to be life long responsible or life long surrendered and that is now my duty to fulfill that sacred vow. It is my duty to Krishna to remain responsible and to give my children, young devotees of Krishna, the best family life they can have. That is my service, my duty. This duty never changes. No mater what happens in the marriage, even if all material attraction temporarily is gone, this duty never changes. Then the marriage will succeed.

Unfortunately many of our children have not learning this in the gurukula.  I spoke with one boy, he is about 22, and was born an ISKCON devotee, his father being a disciple of Srila Prabhupad. I discussed this point with him and his response was that if he wasn’t attracted to the woman’s body, then he wouldn’t want to remain married to her. It is so sad to see that he has had no good training, or no good realization, in this matter.  Material attraction will never last for long. It will fade away in hours, days, a few years, but it will never last. I pity the poor girl that would marry this young man, as that marriage will not last very long. He will base the marriage only on attraction, and he admits, as soon as the attraction is not there, he will be ready to leave.

That is so unfortunate.

I saw one report on TV several years ago where they interviewed older couples who were married for over 50 - 75 years. The idea of commitment to duty was the main underlying sentiment. They all admitted there were struggles and difficult times. But they took marriage vows seriously. The word and concept that kept coming up were duty and responsibility.

SB 3.22.11  (Marriage of Kardama and Devhuti)

Therefore please accept her, O chief of the brähmaëas, for I offer her with faith and she is in every respect fit to be your wife and take charge of your household duties.

PURPORT

The words gåhamedhiñu karmasu mean “in household duties.” Another word is also used here: sarvätmanänurüpäm. The purport is that a wife should not only be equal to her husband in age, character and qualities, but must be helpful to him in his household duties. The household duty of a man is not to satisfy his sense gratification, but to remain with a wife and children and at the same time attain advancement in spiritual life. One who does not do so is not a householder but a gåhamedhé. Two words are used in Sanskrit literature; one is gåhastha, and the other is gåhamedhé. The difference between gåhamedhé and gåhastha is that gåhastha is also an äçrama, or spiritual order, but if one simply satisfies his senses as a householder, then he is a gåhamedhé. For a gåhamedhé, to accept a wife means to satisfy the senses, but for a gåhastha a qualified wife is an assistant in every respect for advancement in spiritual activities. It is the duty of the wife to take charge of household affairs and not to compete with the husband. A wife is meant to help, but she cannot help her husband unless he is completely equal to her in age, character and quality.

Srila Prabhupad says the boy and girl should be completely equal in age, character and quality. This point, made here in this purport, that the girl and boy be of ‘equal’ age is interesting, and I will explain my understanding of it. 

As I have pointed out before. The girl must not be more ‘advanced’ than her husband. If the man has sudra like qualities he should not marry a girl with brahminical training and qualities. Being of equal quality and character are very important. 

However, what about completely equal in age? By research we have found that Srila Prabhupad has only instructed that the boy must be ‘older’ than the girl.  Time after time he has said the ideal age for the boy is 20 to 25 years and for the girl, at puberty or before. Never later than 16 years old she is to be married. Once, a devotee, Radhaballabha, specifically asked Srila Prabhupad what ages are recommended for marriage. Srila Prabhupad indicated that for the girl, before or just after puberty, no latter than 16.  He asked what was the minimum age for the boy, Prabhupad said he had to be 5 years age older than the girl.  Strictly, he said, the girl must not marry a boy who is younger than herself. 8 to 10 years older he said is most usual. When asked what was the maximum age difference, Srila Prabhupad said there is no maximum limit. An 80 year old man can marry a 16 year old girl. 

But, best ages were 8 to 10 years older. Manu Samhita recommends the girl to be 12 and the man to be 30, 18 years difference. 

He has also said that a girl should be given a child as soon after she reaches puberty as possible. That is generally 12 to 15 years old, but could even be 11.  If we take this purport to mean the boy and girl should be of the ‘same’ age, then this would mean the boy would be 11 to 15 years old.  

No. We know Srila Prabhupad never taught this. 

Therefore, the way I understand this one statement that boy and girl should be completely equal in age is in relation with all his other instructions. We must see with eyes of shastra, so taking all other instructions into consideration, I see this to mean that the boy and girl be of ‘equal age’ to be married, in accordance with and in relationship to scriptural injunction, not in relationship to each other. 

That is, a girl can be married as a child. Srila Prabhupad has said that 6 years old is not too young (don’t misunderstand, she does not live with husband until she reaches puberty, but as soon as puberty comes, she is to live with husband, according to Srila Prabhupad).  That means that if a girl marries at, say 10, she will not reach puberty, say, for 3 years.  So, a boy of ‘equal marriageable age’ for her would be a boy who is no less than 5 years older, or 15.  That means that he will be 18 when they live together. Preferably he should be 8 to 10 years older, meaning he would be 18 or 20 when she is 10, and he would be 21 to 23 when they live together. That is considered a proper and ‘equally marriageable age’ by Vedic standards.  The boy and girl are of ‘equal’ age to be married, not that they are the same age.  A boy 13 and a girl 13, although being the ‘same age’ are not of equally of age to be married.  A girl can be, and should be, married at that age, but not a boy. Or even 16 and 16. A girl 16 is of marriageable age, a boy at 16 is not mature enough yet. And, Srila Prabhupad says the boy must be at least 5 years older. That means they are not of ‘equal’ age to be married. The boy needs to be at least 21 to be of equal marriageable age for a girl who is 16.

So, what about a girl in her 20’s or even over 30? What is the right age for her husband?  He must be no less than 5 years older. If she is 25, she should not marry anyone under 30. There is no maximum age. That means if she is 20, even a man 40 or 50 is not too old (at least technically speaking, as there is no maximum age difference limit).

There are many other quotes and references to the topic of marriage and training. And there are many other related topics that need to be studied. Some I give in the Kany Daya book. My wife would also like to add a section on how to be a good devotee mother, but the most important part we covered, and that is the mother has to set the proper example. 

I will add that Srila Prabhupad has said that if the baby can be fed only the breast milk of her mother for the first 6 to 12 months, then he says that person will be healthy for life.  That is very interesting. If the baby is fed only the mother’s milk, it appears that this will create such a strong healthy condition that the body will be able to maintain it’s good health throughout life. Mother’s should keep this in mind for their own children. It can seem like an inconvenience, but really, it is not.  Our three children have never had a rubber nipple in their mouths ever. (Once they could hold a cup, we used those plastic cups with the hard plastic spout on them, only because they minimized the spill factor. Otherwise, in a village they would have gone from mother’s breast to a cup with no ‘bottles’ and rubber nipples ever). For over 6 months they lived only on mother’s milk, and over 12 months that was their main diet. None of the children have had any serious illnesses. 

Brahmacari Training For Marriage

Marriage is a partnership between the husband and wife. In a Krsna Conscious marriage it is foremost a spiritual partnership.  Although the specific duties and roles are different, the responsibility to make the partnership work is shared by both parties. As training is required on the girl’s side, proper training is also required on the man’s side.  

Briefly the man must be trained to be responsible, to carry out his duty - despite any and all mundane difficulties his marriage may encounter. His conviction must be that he is going to be life-long responsible for his wife and children regardless of whether he likes his wife or not.  Like or dislike is not important, what is most important is that he carries out his prescribed duty as a husband-father, despite any and all other considerations.  

To install such a noble spirit of conviction requires cultural training. 

One of the most profound things a young boy is to learn is how to properly respect women. From early boyhood he must be trained to see all women (other then his own wife) as mother. This does not mean he must see older women as mother only, but all women, all girls, as mother. 

When the boy reaches 10 to 15 years old, the training has to be there, he should not just see women who are over 20 as mother, but he should see the 15 year olds, the 10 year olds, as mother. This way when he reaches his teen years he will not be so agitated by the girls his own age. He will see even teenage girls who are the same age as himself, he will be able to see and respect them as his mother. 

This, I see, is sorely lacking in our gurukula schools, at least what I have seen in America.  

What does it mean to respect someone as ‘mother’? Vedic culture has a very high respect for mother. A child (and latter the adult) is trained to touch his mother’s feet to his head each day.  He bows his head at her feet. He approaches her with folded hands. This is the mood and respect he should naturally develop toward all other women, and girls, who are not his own wife.  The wife is to have the greatest respect toward her one husband.  So, the man is to allow the wife to give him that respect. But, all other women, the man is to give them the same respect his wife gives him.  At least, he should approach them with folded hands and be very respectful.  

Men who have this training will make better husbands. They will be trained no to see other men’s wives as objects of their own sense enjoyment. And it will be more natural and easy for them to also have compassion and a sense of responsibility in dealing with their own wife. 

That is all I will say for now, as this book is meant as a training manual for the mothers.  I will elaborate more on training for men in the Kanya Daya book, when I have time to complete it.

Hare Krishna,


Your Servant,

           [image: image1.png]



Ameyatma das

I welcome any and all correspondence with parties interested in this and related topics.  (Questions, advice, or discussion or criticism, etc.). At least for a while my mailing address is:


Ameyatma das


PO Box 2369


Alachua, FL 32615

904 / 462-3901



email: Ameyatma@futuresunltd.com

WWW: http://www.futuresunltd.com/sudarshan
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Jaya Om VishnuPad Paramahamsa Parivrajacharya


AstoTaraSata [108] SriSrimad 


AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupad Ki Jai.


Every member of ISKCON owe our lives to him. Words cannot repay him. This book is offered unto him with hope that his daughters, granddaughters and on, can understand and appreciate his mercy.


I also offer this to my son, who will most likely someday will be asked to give protection to a wife. I pray that wife will have the ideal qualities that are illustrated in this book. 


And I offer it to my daughters. Whose duty I have to train them in this science.
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